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IS VANITY FAIR? 


+ 
ARRL Develops 
Position in “Vanity” 
Call Sign Proposal 

On April 9, the League’s Executive 
Committee approved the recommenda- 
tions of the Ad Hoc Committee on Pre- 
ferred Call Signs in preparation for the 
ARRL’s filing of formal comments in PR 
Docket 93-305, the FCC’s ‘’ Vanity”’ call 
sign proposal. The recommendations 
were based on membership input solic- 
ited by the committee. 

The committee feels that all ama- 
teurs should be eligible for participation 
in the program. A phase-in period and 
priority system’ of “gates” shouid be 
adopted to allow the Commission relief 
from the administrative burden expected 

_ from the heavy initial submission of ap- 
plications, and to afford licensees the op- 
portunity to regain lost call signs. In- 
cluded in the first ’ gate” would be those 
who wish to obtain the call sign of a di- 
rect family member. Clubs with lapsed 
club licenses and call signs should be al- 
lowed to recoup those call signs in the 
first priority group. The second gate in 
the priority system would be opened to 
Extra Class licensees; a priority third gate 
would be opened to Advanced Class lic- 
ensees. © 

The League will recommend that 1 
X 1 call signs, such as K2A,; be made 
available for limited duration special 
events of national significance. 

_ Acopy of the committee’s complete 
report is available for an SASE from the 

~ Regulatory Information Branch at League 
Headquarters, and on electronic services 
including CompuServe, America On 
Line, Prodigy, and the ARRL Bulletin 


THE OFFICIAL REPORT 


Posted April 11, 1994 

This file contains the Final Report 
of the ARRL Ad-Hoc Committee on Pre- 
ferred Callsigns 

Committee Members: Mr. Steve 
Mendelsohn, WA2DHF, Chairman Mr. 
Frank Butler, W4RH Mr. Tom Comstock, 
NSTC Mr. John Kanode, N4MM Mr. 
Brad Wyatt, KOWR 

Executive Summary 

The Committee was created by 
President Wilson to recommend a re- 
sponse to the Board in PR. Docket 93- 


305, the Vanity Callsign proposal. The 


charter from President Wilson included a 
request that member input be sought in 
the limited time before the March 7, 1994, 
filing deadline. 

To accommodate this request Vice 
Director Rothberg and the chairman con- 
ducted a survey of our respectiye divisions 
using packet radio, mail and a request to 
newsletter editors to reproduce the sur- 
vey form for club input. Over 730 re- 
sponses have been received and tallied. 
Numeric results track with anecdotal re- 
sults seen in member letters to Headquar- 
ters. 

The Board family has been espe- 
cially helpful in forwarding and recount- 


ing comments from the field. Directors . 


Burden, Comstock, Gordon, Heyn, 


Board. It is also available by e-mail from 
infoarrl.org, or by FTP from 
oak.oakland.edu. The file name is ‘’93- 
305.rpt.” 

-ARRL 


Kanode, Lewis, Olson, Wyatt, Vice Di- 
rectors Brackob, (monitoring the discus- 
sion on CompuServe) Brown, Frahm and 
Rothberg have forwarded member re- 
sponse by mail, through Headquarters 
and electronically to the Committee. 

Executive Vice President Sumner 
made members aware of the Committee’s 
work through an editorial and article in 
February, 1994, QST. EVP Sumner and 
VEC Manager Jahnke provided the Com- 
mittee with an excellent option paper on 
electronic submission of license requests 
by various means. 

Recommendations 

1. Who Should Participate 

The Committee recommends that 
the Board adopt the position that all ama- 
teurs be eligible for participation in the 
program after an initial phase in period. 

While 7% of the respondents to the 
survey were against the program entirely 
and another 3.5% wanted to limit the 
program to General class and above, the 
majority of comments received welcome 
the creation of the program while recog- 


Continued on page 14 
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FROM THE EDITOR 


Spring has sprung and to those of 
us who choose to remain in Florida, it 
signals the start of the survival season. 
Having originated up in Pennsylvania, I 
have never been convinced that there is a 
good reason for the “birds to flock north 
for the summer ‘cause I think it’s cooler 
around here. But then, who notices how 
much cooler it is in the middle of an in- 
ferno anyhow? 

The poets chime about spring 
bringing love ‘n flowers ‘n all that, but 
spring really signals the start of amateur 
radio season; hurricanes, tornados, light- 
ning and the inevitable emergencies. The 
best laid plans ofthe emergency manage- 


ment offices and other bureaucratic planners 
go awry and almost without fail, amateur ra- 
dio comes through. For this, most of us are 
proud but let us not become complacent. It is 
the time to check out your “readiness” gauge. 


Several of our Skippers have indicated 
that they are working on articles concerning 
emergency preparedness and they will becom- 
ing along in subsequent issues. Meanwhile, 
spring into action and get ready. I wouldn’t 
be surprised if El Nino decided that since he 
had such a nice time touring South Florida 
that he might just revisit the state sometime 


soon. 
//ger 


Our man in Sebring, Ray Ambrose, one of the movers and shakers at the 
successful Sebring Tailgate Hamfest, passes out some of the complimentary 
FLORIDA SKIP magazines. They were all gone by 10 AM! 


PLEASE NOTIFY _ 
The FLORIDA SKIP 
CHANGING YOUR 
_ ADDRESS 
Your undelivered — 
magazines are very 
on costly, 


SKIP ON TAPE FOR 
VISUALLY 


IMPAIRED 


FLORIDA SKIP is put on tape 
every month for the benefit of the 
blind or visually impaired. These 
tapes are available if requested and 
postage is paid both ways. If you are 
interested in this valuable service, 
contact Ms. Desaree Stewart, Library 
for the Blind, 420 Platt Street, 
Daytona Beach, FL 32114. Phone 1- 
800-226-6075. 


Don’t miss out on iene 


ow a thru 6/30/94 


IC-707 HF $805 


IC-725 HF $755 D 


IC-728 HF $863 | : 


IC-737 HF $1292; 


IC-737A HF $1392 - 


IC-970A V/U $2765 ~~, © 


IC-970H V/U $3035". 


_Mike’s Electronics — 


1001 NW 52 Street . 


Ft Lauderdale, Fl 33309 - 


(305)491-7110 voice 
(305)491-7011 fax 
1-800-427-3066 FI Wats 


New and used equipment. Consignment sales. 
Free fresh brewed coffee all da 


i 
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FLORIDA PHONE NETS 7 Doc Staples (W4SME), Editor 


FROM DOC, W4SME, FPTN, NET 
MANAGER: The Lenten and Pre-Easter pe- 
riod provided the impetus to see activity re- 
ally pick up on the Net. With 421 pieces of 
traffic passed during the 31 days, you aver- 
aged 14 messages per session and your time 
per message held right at two minutes! The 
wrinkles are really smoothing out and your 
attention to the directions of the different Net 
Controls is paying dividends! CONGRATU- 
LATIONS The Net recorded 1115 total 
checkins including the 49 Travelers who 
checked in 199 times and that’s an average of 
36 stations per session. I hope that we can 
soon get back to our old record of 40-45 
checkins per session and that makes me hope, 
also, that some of our Travelers will decide 
that 0655am is not too early to “rise and shine” 
on the Net and join the Regular Roster of Net 
stations! THIRTEEN faithful members made 
the March Honor Roll with 100% attendance! 
WA4EIC, N4GMU, WA4JDH, NT4K, 
K4KIC, K4RBR, K4SJA, W4SME, 
WB4TOV, WA9VND, KB4WCX, 
WB4WYG, and WB4ZVD. In the group of 
90% and better I recognize: KI4CQ, 
WA4EYU, K2GNZ, KD4IVP, and WB9SHT. 
It’s not too early to start making plans for the 
Jacksonville Hamfest in August(6-7). This 
will be an ARRL Northern Florida Conven- 
tion so don’t miss it! For more info, tickets 
and tables contact David Phillips, KC4RQF 
at (904)-350-9193 or write to NOFARS, P.O. 
Box 9673, Jacksonville, FL 32208. Also, it’s 
not tooo long before FIELD DAY! Time to 
dig into the corner of the garage and locate 
the tent, primus stove and the antenna you 
rolled up on the coffee can. FIELD DAY is 
FUN-FUN-FUN and most of all it’s a GREAT 
training exercise in preparation for any emer- 
gency that could befall us this summer. Find 
yourself a neat spot in the woods along the 
banks of a stream hang up your antenna and 
“have-at-it’. See QST for details. YOUR Net, 
FLORIDA PHONE TRAFFIC NET meets 
DAILY on 3940 KHz at 0655 local(105SUTC) 
for the purposes of handling traffic into-out 
of and within the state of Florida. Should you 
as a reader have traffic destined for ANY- 
WHERE that allows Third Party messages, 
FPTN can expedite it for you when you bring 
it to the Net in proper NTS FORMAT! Join 
the FPTN Family! 73 es 88’s, DOC, W4SME 

FROM BOB, KC4ZHF, SEFTN 
ASST. NET MGR: What a great way to start 
off this column by telling you that SEFTN 
gained 29 NEW members, and here they are: 
KB9BYN, ED; N8DMT, GARY; W2HOA, 
FRED; KE4ITY, JIM; WB4INF, SAM; 
KE4JMR, HECTOR; KD4KEX, BOB; 
KD4LRB, DONNA; KD4LRD, MARION; 
N3LUE, ADAM; WS5NTZ, ELLIOT; 
KD4NUA, AL; AD4NV, WAYNE; WA6OUV, 
JOHN; N5QLB, BOB; KE4RAB, JIMMY; 
KC2RZ JOHN; WA1SMA LARRY; N9TQA, 
DAVID; AA4UC, GLENN; KE4IFB, VIRGIL; 
NM7R, FRANK; N2RGN,TOM; and 
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KE4HLL, BOB ! WELCOME to each one of 
you from SEFTN. Charles, WB4PAM did 
another fine job last Tuesday, explaining the 
Handling Instructions of the Message Form 
Preamble. If you missed this session, we’re 
sorry but don’t forget TUESDAY is TRAF- 
FIC TIPS TIME! Come join us. This month 
the 1000th Check-in was W4NSY while Larry, 
KE4ESV was Net Control. For the month of 
March there were seven stations that achieved 
the 100% Honor Roll for perfect daily atten- 
dance: KD4GR,JIM; KD4HGU,JOHN; 
KD4HKS,AL; KD4JMV,HARRY; 
KD4LQG,JOHN; KB4WBY,FORD and 
KC4ZHF,BOB. Hey Gang, MARK your cal- 
endar! PICNIC time May 21st at the Veteran’s 
Park in Lauderhill. Get your reservations early 
by sending a formal message to any of the Net 
Officers(KD4GR,KB4WBY or KC4ZHF). 
Our chef has elected to provide us with his 
special grilled chicken and hot dogs for those 
epicureans who demand a more esoteric entre! 
March was a very good month! Note the 1477 
checkins handling 386 pieces of traffic, that 
averages out to almost 48 checkins per ses- 
sion working 13 pieces of traffic. A very fine 
performance! DON’T FORGET-SEFTN 
meets daily at 6pm local time on 146.79 down 
600 on the Motorola Amateur Radio Club 
Repeater. Come join the fun! 73 & 88’s BOB, 
KC4ZHF 

FROM EARL, K4FQU,NET MAN- 
AGER, SWFTN: The Southwest Florida 
Traffic Net operates on 146.88, down 600 
Monday through Saturday at 1000 local time. 
Easter did it’s usual good job of generating 
Holiday traffic, but compared to the previous 
month we did show a marked drop from 689 
to 443. One of the best was to generate traf- 
fic, other than for major holidays, birthdays, 
anniversaries and special greetings, is to re- 
member the friends that you have made dur- 
ing the winter among the Sno-birds! Send 


them a message and let them know that you 
are thinking about them. They will like be- 
ing remembered, you will feel good and your 
SAR will BENEFIT! Although at this time of 
the year we can always expect to see the grand 
exodus and activity on the repeater drops off 
this is the time when EACH of YOU shoul 
start to get busy with your preparations for 
the Hurricane Season. Now is the time to fire 
up your portable generator, check out you 
standby antennas, check your backup batte1 
ies and spruce up the operating position. Ge: 
a new copy of ARRL FSD-3 updated with 
ARL69 and extra message forms! And along 
the antenna line check out the design of the 
“J-Pole” in the last Modulator. This is easy to 
construct and will make each of you a fine 
emergency antenna. Remember, during the 
heavy T-storm afternoons this would make a 
safe antenna to use indoors and thus be pro- 
tected from lightening strikes! The most im- 
portant fact is that with this antenna you 
should be able to access all of the local re- 
peaters! Once again, let me express to each 
of you how much I appreciate your time and 
effort in the operation of SWFTN. Each of 
you is important in making the Net “CLICK”, 
thanks, and keep up the good work! 73 & 88’s 
EARL, K4FQU 

FROM DENNIS, KB4MON, NET 
MANAGER TPTN: Tropical Phone Traffic 
Net meets daily at 5pm(1700) on 3940Khz. 
When conditions on 75 do not support Net 
operations, look for the Net on 7243! Eight 
stations made the 90% or better list for the 
month: K4AJV, NR2F, WD4HHH, KB4MON, 
W1UKR, and WA9VND. CONGRATULA- 
TIONS! And a very special salute to Admiral 
Bill, WB4WYG for his 100% record for the 
month. For March the NET showed an aver- 
age of 23 checkins handling an average traf- 
fic load of 10 formal messages per session. 
What is surprising is the fact that the time 


Pictured | to r, John Haungs, WA8STX, Pres. Syrian Temple Amateur Radio Club 


and Charles Jackson, KD4OYT, 2nd VP Bahia Amateur Radio Unit 


per session has dropped to just over 19 min- 
utes! That reflects the improving capabilities 
of everyone on the Net! Also, this month we 
welcomed to the daily roll call AL7LJ, Barry 
and Carroll, K4AJV. Just a reminder to ev- 
eryone>> By the time you read this it will be 
MAY and the noise, pop-corn and afternoon 
T-storms will be descending upon us, so BE 
SURE that you have very carefully worked 
out the BEST grounding system possible to 
prevent the possible damage to your equip- 
ment. When you are operating under adverse 
conditions and lightning ABOUNDS - 
SWITCH to GROUND! The Net is always 
looking for volunteers to act as a LIAISON 
station. We need additional representation to 
other Intra-state as well as Inter-state Nets. 
The more that we Liaison with other NTS nets, 
the more traffic we can process, and of great- 
est importance is that other nets learn that we 
can outlet traffic into Florida on the down 
cycle for earliest delivery. With Packet deliv- 
ery problems still very much a stumbling block 
due to BBS delays, HF sideband still remains 
the most reliable method of message trans- 
mission through the National Traffic System. 
Five-o-clock is the time, 3940/7243 is the 
place; why not drop by and say HELLO ! You 
are always welcome. 73 & 88’s DENNIS, 
KB4MON 

FLORIDA SHRINE AMATEUR 
RADIO: Every now and then we get to rec- 
ognize a Noble for his work with the Crippled 
and Burned children. The picture shows 
Noble Charles Jackson, KD4OYT, President 
of Bahia Temple Amateur Radio Unit, Or- 
lando, seated at the desk of the Syrian Temple 
Amateur Radio Club with John Haungs, 
WA8STX conferring about air transport for 
burned children to the Cincinnati Shrine 
Burns Institute. Noble Charlie was also seen 
recently in Orlando at the Hamfest busy at 
the Prize booth. Here are some more Masonic 
and Shrine Nets that are available for you to 
join and become acquainted. Masonic Fellow- 
ship Net,14.328 M-F 1500UTC, International 
Shrine Net. 14.310 Saturday 1SOOUTC, West- 
ern Shrine Net, 7243, Monday O0000UTC, 
West Coast Shrine Net, 3924 Sunday,2330 and 
Tri-State Traffic Net, 145.21S, OOOOUTC. 
Remember, membership in a Shrine or a Ma- 
sonic order is not required to join our Nets. 
Everyone, holding a General Class License 
or higher is always welcome to participate. If 
you want to know more about how to HELP a 
Burned or Crippled child talk to a Shriner! 
You can help us Shriners too by learning how 
to inform us when YOU know of a child that 
needs help! The Florida Shrine Net meets on 
7236 every Sunday at 1830UTC, Please send 
information about your Masonic or Shrine 
Amateur Radio Unit to Florida Skip (Attn 
W4SME) and it will get published. Thanks 
to all es 73, DOC, W4SME SALAAM 
ALIKUM 


FLORIDA CW NETS Ed Roller (K4IA), Editor 


Ed. Note: The following are the 
reports that escaped publication last 
month. 

Gator Net reported by Dean, 
(W8IM): I was encouraged to see some 
new calls on the daily QNS report this 
month and would like to extend a warm 
invitation to continue joining us daily to: 
W2AOS, WB4FSF, KB4MA, N4OK and 
KB&4T. 

The Ole Master W4DL should be 
back at the helm by the time this goes to 
press rejuvenated from his vacation. The 
help and support of the dedicated regu- 
lars was appreciated these past two 
months making the skeds run smooth. GN 
meets every day at 0830 EST. 

QEN reported by Don, (AD4CN) 
We handled over 700 messages for the 
second month in a row which should 
make everyone proud. Please keep up the 
outstanding work gang. Eric (AB4EA) of 
Seminole will be leaving us on March 
20th for home in Ontario. We will miss 
all the traffic he originates and receives 
for Seminole and surroundings. Good 
luck, Eric we look forward to seeing you 
back in Florida next winter. 

I know I’m beginning to sound like 
a broken record, but QFN still needs a 
regular Saturday RN5 rep, also some 
other spots could be filled if someone 
volunteers. The same old operators fill in 
when the regular ops can’t make it Don’t 
be so bashful when the time occurs to 
volunteer. Also, NCS please try to con- 
centrate on accuracy and not speed. 
Thanks. 

QFNS reported by Laura, 
(WAYVND): Statistics for February QNI 
248, QTC 98, QND 619. Congratulations 
to Tom (KM4DY) of Orlando on upgrade 
to Amateur Extra. He is now working 
hard on CW traffic skills - go go Tom. 
We had one new brave soul Willis 
(N2QJD) of Brick, NJ. We hope he comes 
in often. I am so fortunate to have such 
great dependable NCS stations: WC4D, 
KC4FL, KA4FZI, KD4GR, WB4HRG, 
N4IWO and WA4PFK and send a big 
thank you to them for their loyalty. Stull 
look forward to KC4ZHN and KC4ZHF 
to send a CW message. Mr. Russ 
(KC4ZHN) did wet his feet and did a fine 
first time job of NCS work. Come visit us 
any day at 8:00PM on 3715kHz. I'll be 
looking for ya. 88 from Laura. 

FMSN reported by John 
(KC4FL): For February QNI 253, QTC 
115, and 570 minutes. Checkins were 


down, however the message count and 
time were up about 8%. Band conditions 
were pretty good. No new stations ap- 
peared which is surprising as the net 
moves traffic into the NTS. 

We passed the traffic without de- 
lay, but another QFN rep would help dur- 
ing the busy season. Anytime that more 
than about six messages are on hand the 
NCS should ask for another AFN rep. 
Look for us on 3651 kHz daily at 1730 
EST. 73 John, (KC4FL) 

Ed. Note. The following are the 
reports for May. 

Gator Net reported by Dan, 
W4DL: Chris, N4EKC and Dick, 

Ox e back on the net. A 


arness rT ei — for the “fly- 
in”. Arley, WB5NKC and Harris, 

WA4JDH are regular check ins to the net. 
George, W4JI just turned 90 but his dots 
and dashes remain younger. The average 
age of the members of the Gator Net is 
81 years old. Charlie, WA4EYU is busy 
at the YMCA working the exercise cat- 
egories. His XYL is having disc problems 
faced with the options of hurt or operate. 

No rest for Mae, W3CUL and Al, 
W3VR for besides their regular skeds 
Andy and Dan added Easter traffic. The 
time change will probably see GN on 
3651 kHz more often. GN meets every 
day at 0830 EST. 73, Dan. 

QFN reported by Don, AD4CN: 
During the month of March QFN shined 
with both ANI and QTC figures in the 
800’s which goes to show that when ev- 
eryone pitches in a net can brag on this 
accomplishment. I hope everyone has had 
a safe happy holiday. Don’t forget that 
the Sun and Fun Fly-in is April 10 
through the 16th in Lakeland. 

We are going to need everyone’s 
help with the volume of traffic from this 
event. We will probably need some extra 
help going to the regional nets as well as 
various section nets. QFN is still in dire 
need of region net reps for permanent 
Saturday RN5 and 4RN on a regular ba- 
sis at least until K4IA can return as Sat- 
urday 4RN. Please let me know ASAP if 
you would be interested in helping. 73, 
Don. 

QFNS reported by Laura, 
WA9YVND: Statistics for March QNI 301, 
QTC 146, QND 755. Things are warm- 
ing up. Two new ops Mr. Ford, WB4WBY 
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and Mr. John, KD4LQG are starting to 
get over the shakes and are getting much 
steadier fists by coming in often. Soon it 
will be a breeze for them. We welcome 
them with open arms as well as all of you 
out there in radioland. Come say hello to 
us any day at 8:00 PM on 3715 kHz. I'll 
be looking for ya. 88 from Laura. 

FMSN reported by John, 
KC4FL: No report received. Look for the 
net on 3651 kHz daily at 1730 EST. 

- Notes from Ed: As noted above, I 
have generally been absent except for 
gathering news for this column. In the 
March issue it was pointed out that fewer 
days of activity is desired but nothing has 
come up to date. Thanks to those who 
have been covering 4 nights of assign- 
ments for me. Am now planning to marty, 
also trying to escape further surgery. 73, 


Ed (K4IA). 
Ed. Note: Ref. Ed's comment 
about marriage, somebody better talk to 


Top Twenty Trafficers - March 1994 
-by WA4PFK and WX4J 


STATION TOTAL 
NR2F 471 
WA4EIC 464 
N4ZAW 341 
K4ZK 341 
N4SS 338 
WA4PFK 333 
WA4NDA 282 
AD4CN 264 
AA4FQ 263 
WC4D 228 


STATION 
W3CUL 
WX4H 
W3VR 1367 
KB6ECH 1197 
K4FQU 738 
WASVND 711 
AA4HT 639 
K4SCL 558 
WD4IlO 535 
KB4WBY 486 


TOTAL 
3677 
1981 


= OON OA KRWDND = 


Traffic Hounds - March 1994 


this kid and quickly! 
-by Bill Jochimsen, K4ZK 
STM, SFL 
DXCC PROCESSING QTC AVG SES MGR QTC/QNI 
<F 433 16. K4FQU 
421 ; W4SME 
412 ; WA4NDA 
KD4GR 
KB4MON 
RH) a W4DL 
WASVND 
The DXCC Desk announced today that WA4NDA 
the number of unprocessed applications at the KD40BN 
end of March was 620 (61,937 QSLs). WB4GCK 
The DXCC Desk received 1,127 ap- N4ZDD 
plications (84,275 QSLs) for endorsements N4ZMQ 
and new awards during the month. 5 N4LTT 
end were received 3.4 weeks earlier. Some 
applications received prior to that time were 4 WA4PFK 
waiting for paper records to be converted, and 5 WB20UK 
so had not yet been completed. At this time, 3 KD4GR 
all applications received in March that had 5  WBS9SHT 
25 or less cards have been entered into the 5 AD4IH 
computer. 1 KC4TJO 
Applications and QSLs received at the 4 WA2DXQ 


DXCC Desk continue to run ahead of last 
year’s rate. For the first three months of 1994, 
applications were up by 18% and QSLs were 


up by 48%. 
-ARRL 
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TOTAL 3680 TOTAL 0.30 


1 READERS WRITE 


FPL Still Static on Static 
From Richard McGarry, W4CXH - Coral Gables, FL 


Dear Jerry: 
: As a followup to the article you printed in FLORIDA SKIP 
(see FPL Noisy on Lines but Quiet on Answers, February 1994), the 

radio line noise has continued now for 5 1/2 months, with much “lip 
service” from Florida Power & Light, but no results. The FCC con- 
tends that it was fixed in January and claim unable to find regulations 
calling for a fine for Florida Power & Light for radio interference. 

Since my letter appeared in “FLORIDA SKIP”, I have received 
numerous letters from other radio hams having the same problem 
and having the same complaints against Florida Power and Light. 

Mr Dick Durbin of Florida Public Service Commission is still 
very helpful in the Quality of Performance and says there will be a 
Quality of Service hearing in the future. He is interested in hearing of 
all the complaints about Florida Power & Light’s poor service. Dick 
Durbin’s telephone number is: 1-800-342-3552. 

Florida Power and Light is like the Everready Bunny that keeps 
on and on and on and on...... 

73°s, Dick 


Fairness in Field Day (and fewer mosquitoes) 
From Alan Terrell, N4KGT - Tallahassee, Florida 


During this past year we have had State/Local/National emer- 
gencies during most months of the year - earthquake in January, su- 
per-storm in March, hurricanes in August. It would be logical for 
amateurs to field-train for emergencies year-round, not just during 
one month of the year. How can one anticipate all the problems of a 
January blizzard while sipping iced tea from a hammock in June? 

We would like to propose a change - every year Field Day be 
moved forward (or back) one month. This year it is in June, next year 
i could be in July (or May), etc. For the months of November and 
December Field Day could be held at the beginning of the month 
instead of at the end so it would not interfere with Thanksgiving or 
Christmas. ; 


In Tallahassee summer runs from mid-May through mid-Oc- 
tober. The humidity is high enough to drown in and the mosquitoes 
are mean enough to require rabies shots. Those of us in the South 
would find it easier to put up with Field Day in the summer knowing 
that others will eventually have to deal with winter. 


RSGB meeting scheduled 

The Radio Society of Great Britain has scheduled its 1994 In- 
ternational HF and Islands on the Air Convention for October 7 to 9, 
1994. 

Included this year is a 30th birthday party for IOTA. 

The convention will be held at the Beaumont Conference Cen- 
tre in Old Windsor, Berkshire. More than a dozen speakers already 
have signed on, including Peter Casier, ON6TT, one of the 3YOPI 
Peter I Island expedition operators, and Roger Western, G3SXW/ 
ZD9SXW. 

For more information, contact E. N. Cheadle, G3NUG, Fur- 
ther Felden, Longcroft Lane, Felden, Hemel Hempstead, Herts HP3 
OBN. (Telephone/fax: +44 442 62929). 

-ARRL 


NFDXA HOLD MEETING 


Twer:y avid members of The North Florida DX Association 
(NFDXA) held their regular monthly meeting Saturday, April 9th 
at 6pm in the Arlington area of Jacksonville. After a fantastic meal 
prepared by the club’s volunteer cooking team, the meeting was 
opened by the VP W4FDA, Pres Graham. The Secretary, Bill Mar- 
tin, WB4KSP read the minutes of the February meeting and Trea- 
surer Jim Hughes, KC4FWS reported the financial status of NFDXA. 
Both reports were accepted as read. The new CQ “Getting Started in 
Contesting” was brought to the attention of the members by Pres 
and a number of the members are interested in getting copies to 
study. Discussion then centered around plans for October CQWW 
and the many DX possibilities in the Caribbean and So. Atlantic. 
No firm DX destination was set although many areas were contem- 
plated. Members are encouraged to attend the May meeting sched- 
uled for the 21st for further discussion and final decision. 


Palm Beach Special Events Station 

The Palm Beach Amateur Radio Society will sponsor a Special 
Events Station on May 14, 1994. The operating frequency will be 
14,240. The special events station will celebrate summer fun in South 
Florida and will be held along with a free flea. 

Certificates will be sent to those making contacts who send a 
Self-Addressed Stamped Envelope to: PO. Box 5454, Lake Worth, 
FL 33466 by August 25, 1994. The station will operate under the 
callsign AA8NS. Please send your personal QSL card with SASE! 

The inclement weather date will be May 21, 1994. For further 
information, call Diane Baker, Secretary, PBARS - 407-641-0578. 

The FREE FLEA will be the first of an annual W1SL (Tom 
McMullen) Memorial Free Flea sponsored by the PBARS and the 
Motorola Amateur Radio Club. 

It will be held at 1500 Gateway Blvd., Boynton Beach, FL. The 
talk-in frequency is 147.225 (+), 


S.A.R.A FREE FLEA! 

The next S.A.R.A. FREE FLEA will be held Saturday May 
7th starting at 7:00AM. The location is the same as the last time at the 
old Florida Plaza, Pine Island Rd at NW 44th Street. For more infor- 
mation, contact Monte, N4LLZ at (305) 748-1560 Eves or Jerry, 
WB2BEC at (305) 741-3955. Talk-in 146.79. 


SILENT KEYS 


We regret to report the passing of the following Florida 
Amateur Radio Operators. Please notify FLORIDA SKIP of any 
silent keys in your area. 


KD4HNE - Don DeVoe, Riviera Beach 

WB&4TZR - Daniel E. Jenkins, New Port Richey 
K7EI - Carle Bumpus (“The Old Man”), Tucson, AZ 
K4JTT - Carl Mowery Sr., Pompono Beach 
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If we are to con- 
tinue to have QCWA 
news from the Florida 
Chapter, we must have 
your reports. Some 
chapters will not be meeting during the sum- 
mer but will have informal meetings. We are 
all interested in what other chapters are do- 
ing so get your secretary to send me a report 
to be put into SKIP. My address is on page 2 
of each SKIP. 

I would like to know what you think of 
the new QCWA Journal. I think it is quite an 
improvement. I like the new cover; very pro- 
fessional. Our northern members who have 
been in Florida for the winter missed a lot of 
that white stuff and cold temperatures. We 
hope to see you back here next winter. 

Pelican Chapter 

We had an excellent attendance of 45 
members and guests present at our March 
meeting. We welcomed two new members, 
James McNeely, K4ZIP and Robert Sever, 
WAS8DBI. We were also honored with a visi- 
tor from Canada, Charles Bushell, VE3DXY 
a member of a chapter in Kingston, Ontario. 
Dave Stocky, K4KE and his XYL Alice, 
WA4ZPU were celebrating their 53rd anni- 
versary. Joy Bowden, step daughter of Jim 
Keyes, K4FCW placed Jim’s QCWA Pin on 
our chapter banner. Our chapter will again 
sponsor a picnic at Lake Seminold Park on 
Nov. 16th. The program was given by Mr. 
Park, WB9OEP of the Microwave Engineer- 
ing section of E-Systems of St. Petersburg. 
He gave a very interesting talk regarding the 
AMSAT system. Reported by Jay Strom, 
K9BSL. 

Southeast Chapter 

At our March meeting there were 20 
members and guests. A discussion started by 
Harry Pilafian, W4SQG to donate to the schol- 
arship fund in the name of Al Wilcox, 
W4ELR’s memory. The application for this 
fund made to past president of QCWA Leland 
Smith, WS5KL administrator for QCWA. 
George Henning, WB4JFA discussed the in- 
terference by unknown sources to the 146.76 
repeater located in the south end of Dade 
county. He also asked for additional usage of 
our two meter frequency net on 147.150. Harry 
Pilafian, W4SQG reminded us of our old do- 
nation of $100 for the Miccosukee Indian 
school education fund to teach ham radio to 
the students. It was agreed upon to add a new 
donation of $50 to this fund by Harry Blanford, 
relative of Al Wilcox for the purchase of school 
equipment enabling the classes to begin. Art 
Rauch, W4ZZ suggested that we endeavor to 
obtain speakers for our periodic meetings. The 

50/50 was won by Cliff Seale, K4HQH and 
& 


Eli Nannis Moped Editor 


Bernard, W4IXA. 

Gator Chapter 

We had an excellent attendance at our 

March meeting with 49 members and guests. 
Bob Kinney, W4BB one of our members was 
the guest speaker. Bob was in England dur- 
ing the war as an electronic engineer.. He told 
some fantastic stories about his experiences 
in electronic warfare. We had a number of 
birthdays in March and they were W1WOX. 
W3WM, W2IAJ, K4RR and Wes W4COW. 
John Edel, K8LBZ a National Board of Di- 
rectors member has attended all our winter 
meetings and will be leaving soon for his home 
in Massillon, Ohio. Wes W4COW our na- 
tional Treasurer advised that QCWA gives out 
10 scholarships of $650 each year. We are 
sorry to report that we have lost another mem- 
ber, a SK Kenny Freck, W4WL. This is the 
sixth member we have lost this year. We send 
$25.00 to the scholarship fund for each SK. 
We will be losing our northern members soon 
but we will welcome them back next winter. 
The sure missed a real wild winter up north 
this winter. Reported by Eli Nannis, K4JMH. 

Henando Chapter 

There were 30 members and guests 

present at our February meeting. Our Presi- 
dent Marv was not with us due to a fall. We 
wish him a speedy recovery. Ed Tilton, 
W1HDQ was also missing. Jordy our VP in- 
troduced three guests, Thelma, N9OBRE, Larry, 
KB9V and Pauline Dennis, Our snowbird 
picnic will be on Wednesday March 30 at 
McKethan Park. It was voted to send $50 to 
headquarters for the scholarship fund. We 
wish to welcome Edgar Newman, W2RPZ 
and his XYL Virginia to our chapter. Birth- 
days for March are Al, W2EKO, Wes, 
W4COW, Gladys, SYL of ART, W4OZR, 
Angie, WB4JJH and Bev, WB4MOY. Re- 
ported by Eunice Gordon, W1UKR. 

Southeast eat kel ——— 

our Feb, 19t eet Wit oe 

14 members and 


ing. We had atotal rates members and 
guest, and a few of the ones we had just about 
given up on showed up. All in all we had a 
good meeting and everyone had a nice time. 

Got a nice not back from Gen. Mgr. 
Jim Walsh, W7LVN letting us know we are 
all up to date with the chapter report and veri- 
fying the members in arrears with their na- 
tional dues. Along that line we have forty-six 
paid up members in the chapter, however there 
are three members who have not paid to na- 
tional. There are several who are due for ser- 
vice certificates so we are hoping to take care 
of those in the near future. — 

Burck Grosse, KD4UEV presented a 
nice film and narration on his trip to Switzer- 
land last year and took us all on a beautiful 
trainride through the Swiss countryside. 

Next month’s meeting will be on April 
26th at our regular location in the North Palm 
Beach Country Club. Hope to see you all there, 
so come and enjoy! Reported by Bob McDow, 


-W4KOG. 


HIGH SPEED CODE 


PRACTICE ON THE AIR 
Ted Herrman, AE8G of Lake 


Worth conducts high-speed code 
practice on Monday and Thursday 
evenings at 0100Z - 7.022MHz plus 
or minus a k or So. 


29 Years a Ham? 
Got a question? 
Write: 
159 E. 16th Street 
Eugene, OR 97401 


nd TOW Oe- 


— 
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Not much 
in the way of 
news this month, 
so this item is 
probably going to 
be short and 
sweet. Our net 
control operator 
Bob Bookwalter, 
WA4ANWEF has finally gotten his new 
rig up and operating. Bob got himself 
a new Ten-Tec station with all the 
trimmings, including a big amplifier 
and automatic antenna coupler. He 
says all he has to do is turn it on and 
tune the transceiver to the frequency 
he wants an everything else is don 
automatically. Sounds pretty good to 
me but I wonder if it might be less 
expensive to train the XYL to tune 
the rig. Hi. Hi. On the other hand, that 
don’t sound like such a hot idea ei- 
ther, for some reason or another! 

Got a nice note from an old 
friend Bob Gleason, W3K W from up 
in Annapolis. Bob was reminiscing a 
little about our loss of Ted Heithecker 
and wondering about the future of the 
OOTC. Bob is a past director of the 
OOTC and commented about what a 
driving force Ted was in both the 
OOTC and the QCWA. By the way, 
Bob send the best to Andy Clark, 
WA4TYT and all the rest of his old bud- 
dies in Florida. I agree wholeheartedly 
with his thoughts about Ted. 

I had plans to meet Charlie 
Stevens, K8RIF, and a few of the other 
guys at the EAA Fly-in up in Lake- 
land in April. I wasn’t able to make 
any of the airshows this year for one 
reason or another, so we’ ll have to be 
content with camping out in the 
motorhome with momma. Charlie, Ill 
see you next year for sure! 

Knights of the Kilocycle 
3910 Ke. Sunday Morn 1130Z - 0730 
EDT 

I was figuring that would make 
up three or four spots on the lineup 
when we went on Daylight Savings 
Time last week but everyone made the 
switch without a problem. I’m in the 
tailgunners spot right now since I had 
been Numero Uno for February. For 
you who are not familiar with how the 
net is operated; you are first on the 
checklist for five weeks then you’ re put 
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OLD TIMERS AND KNIGHTS 


on the bottom and the next in line goes to 
the top...and everyone moves up one. That 
way, if you check in faithfully for a year or 
so, you can work your way through the list. 
However, if you miss your check in at the 
roll call, you automatically drop to the bot- 
tom to start over again. At the present, we 
have 20 died-in-the-wool checkins and an- 
other 5 or so who check in regularly but not 
often enough to get far off the bottom of the 
list. Our present number 1 is Wes Randles, 
W4COW who said that this was the first 
time he had ever made it to the top in all 
the time he has been a member of the 
Knights of the Kilocycle. Wes is Knight 
#201 and has been in the group since March, 
1955. Exactly 39 years after he became a 
member, he has made it to the top. Con- 
gratulations Wes! 

I’d like to welcome Lou Drzewiecki, 
KDA4IVP as the latest member to the Knights 
of the Kilocycle. Lou was initiated into the 
group this month as member #530. Welcome 
to the net Lou. Those who have been check- 
ing in a little early have been talking to 
Wendy, W1UCL at his smowpile up in 
Maine lately. He says that the snow is down 
to where it’s below the level of his antenna 
so he’s able to get out. All is well in his new 
home and he sends 73 to all, Knights, Old 
Goats, et al. Marion, KC4MFT reports that 
she’s still getting tomatoes...sounds like 
she’s down to those little ones that you eat 
like popcorn. I’ve got some of those too but 
they’re about done for the year. Next year 


Bob McDow (W4KOG), Editor 


I’m going to wait until a little bit later in 
the fall to plant. This year the plants 
didn’t start to bear until they were start- — 
ing to die off from old age. Hi. Hi. 

Wonder how many on the net rec- 
ognized the call WA8WMA when Jay 
read off the birthday list a couple of weeks 
ago? He didn’t say at the time but it be- 
longs to Don Vandergrift, who happens 
to live in the West Palm Beach area. Don 
is active in the local ARES activity and 
has been an officer in the Palm Beach 
Radio Council for many years. Don is also 
a Past Master Oscillator. He held this 
position for several months back in the 
first part of 1976. I have been prodding 
him to get back on 80 meters and start 
checking in again but he claims to have 
space problems for an antenna. We'll keep 
prodding. Hi. Hi. Also saw another old 
member of the Knights, Walt Maxwell, 
W2DU and am trying to get him to start 
checking in again. I don’t know what 
Walt’s call was when he was active in the 
Knights, but the W2DU should sure bring 
back memories to some, of old “Doc” 
Cheatam, W4DV. Doc was one of the 
founders of the Knights back in 1930. 
Hope we can get Walt back in the fold. 
He could help Don with his antenna prob- 
lems. For you info, Walt is the author of 
the highly rated book on antenna theory, 
“REFLECTIONS”. 

CU next month. 73 & 88 de 
W4KOG. 


DE se 


S.A.R.A’S First 
Life Member 


-by Monte, N4LLZ 


Mike McInerney, N4TBS was 
awarded a life membership plaque at the 
Southeast Amateur Radio Association’s in- 
stallation of Officer’s dinner. Mike is pic- 
tured here in his shack. He recently has con- 
tracted M/S and is now confined to a wheel- 
chair. Mike isa charter member of S.A.R.A. 
and has continued to be active with the club. 
The members of S.A.R.A. are lucky to have 
Mike aboard. Congratulations Mike. 


Mike McInerney, N4TBS 


DIGITAL DITHERINGS Joe Burnham, WD4KAV 


Hi gang. 

I just looked back over my previ- 
ous DD’s (“Digital Ditherings”) and re- 
alized that I didn’t quite complete the 
train of thought I started in the FIRST 
column! I ran off and left you standing 
all alone in your “digital field” without 
mentioning one other way to get into this 
“packet thing” WITHOUT having to in- 
vest in a computer at all. 

About the cheapest way to try out 
Packet (and other modes, if you invest in 
a multi-mode TNC which will let you 
operate RTTY, AMTOR, and PACTOR 
as well as PACKET), is to go to a hamfest 
and snag yourself a DUMB TERMINAL. 
They usually sell for anywhere from 20 
to 100 dollars, depending on features, age, 
and overall condition. 

Look for connections labelled SE- 
RIAL or DATA on the back of the termi- 
nal. Also look for switches of some sort, 
to set PARITY, BAUD RATE, and possi- 
bly WORD LENGTH. These terms are 
all explained in your TNC manual, and 
you will need to be able to make the set- 
tings on your dumb terminal match those 
that your TNC needs to see, if the two are 
going to be able to communicate with 
each other. 

If possible, get the seller to show 
you that the terminal works...or at least 
get his name, address, and phone num- 
ber, in case you find out later that you’ve 
bought into a pile of problems. 

Note: the “DUMB” in “dumb ter- 
minal” refers to the terminals total lack 
of smarts...in that all it can do is SEND 
and RECEIVE data. It can’t store it. It 
can’t send it from a disk. 

However, it CAN display received 
and typed text, and that’s all you need to 
be able to do, to start enjoying packet. 

That just about covers the things I 
wanted to mention, so let’s look a little 
closer at the TNC. A TNC and a modem 
do similar things. They take the data that 
is spit out of your computer’s (or dumb 
terminal’s) communications port and pro- 
cess it so that another computer or termi- 
nal someplace else can receive it. A mo- 
dem (“modem” stands for MOdulator- 
DEModulator) works by encoding those 
bits of information into two TONES 
(“modulates” them) which are then 
DEModulated by the receiving modem. 
This only works over phone lines. 
Landline modems will NOT work on the 


air at a packet station. 

A TNC works very much like a 
modem (in fact, your computer or dumb 
terminal will think it IS a modem). If 
you have a computer, and have done any 
landline BBS’ing, you’ve used a TERMI- 
NAL PROGRAM (QMODEM, 
PROCOMM, TELIX are popular termi- 
nal programs). These will ALL work with 
a TNC....though you'll eventually want 
to invest in specialized TERMINAL 
SOFTWARE designed to take advantage 
of the things a TNC CAN do, which a 
MODEM CANNOT. 

A TNC differs from a MODEM in 
an important way. While a MODEM sim- 
ply converts DATA to TONES and 
TONES to DATA, a TNC does more. It 
“packetizes” the data ...literally splitting 
your text into small PACKETS or pieces 
of data, each containing your call, the 
destination station’s call, and information 
on how to get the packet to it’s intended 
destination! : 

As if that isn’t enough, the TNC 
ALSO is smart enough to check and see 
if the TNC on the other end of the “con- 
nection™ has received the packet it has 
sent, and send it AGAIN if something 
nasty happened along the way. This 
points up another interesting aspect of this 
mode. To paraphrase a familiar saying: 
“What you see is what was sent”. An- 
other way of saying this, is PACKET is 
ERROR FREE. ..the only errors in text are 
those MADE BY THE HUMAN’S in- 
volved in the communication. 

This makes packet ideal for doing 
things like sending NTS traffic, computer 
programs, and other types of data, where 
accuracy is paramount, and mistakes can- 
not be tolerated. 

It’s really not THAT hard to hook 
up all this hardware. All TNC manufac- 
turers now provide well-illustrated manu- 
als showing how to wire up everything. 
Many manufacturers will even sell you 
pre-made cables that work with your rig. 

A TNC, a computer, and a radio 
are only PART of the packet story. To 
really DO interesting things with packet 
radio, you need to use a PACKET NET- 
WORK, which will permit you to con- 
nect to (talk to) stations on the other side 
of town, around the state, or around the 
world. 

The packet NETWORK is made up 


of both “THINGS” (DIGIPEATERS, 
NODES) and COMPUTER PRO- 
GRAMS. Bulletin Board (BBS) pro- 
grams give you a means of sending your 
messages worldwide. NODES and 
DIGIPEATERS amplify and relay your 
packet signal so it extends far beyond it’s 
normal range. 

DIGIPEATERS are like the VHF 
repeaters you’re familiar with, except for 
the fact that they operate SIMPLEX, and 
only repeat digital data (the raw data that 
is spit out by your TNC). 

NODES are more sophisticated, in 
that, while also simplex, they STORE the 
data they receive, then send it to the next 
station or NODE in the link, and WAIT 
for that station or NODE to 
ACKnowledge receipt of the data, before 
sending the next piece. 

DIGIPEATRS don’t do this...they 
just squirt the data out, and assume it’s 
been properly received. This makes 
DIGIPEATERS “slow” when compared 
to NODES. 

I'll get into all this in more detail 
in the future...so if it’s all kind of murky 
now, don’t worry. We'll get into the ba- 
sics of connecting to another station, con- 
necting to a BBS (Packet BULLETIN 
BOARD SYSTEM), and some simple 
BBS commands, in the next issue. 

As always, keep those comments 
and suggestions coming! 

Drop me a line care of Florida Skip, 
or if you are on packet now, just address 
your note to: 

WD4KAV @ 
N4XEO.#STU.FL.USA.NA 


Clyde, WI3X was one of the key persons 
that made the Sebring Hamfest a 
success. Photo by Earl Snyder, W4AYD 
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COMPUFORUM Steve lezzi, KDAGKE 


The Annual 
State of the PC Address 

Lunch-time is a typical gathering 
where I work as it is at many companies 
around the country. One can+t help but 
discuss the topics of the day while you+re 
munching your P&J sandwich or lasagna 
if there was leftovers. Current affairs or 
politics and religion are common subjects 
where I work. Generally light discussion 
ensues unless the topic of PCs comes up. 
PCs typically come in two flavors: Com- 
patibles or Macs. Brand loyalty is a given. 
Once you have mastered the learning 
curve on any system, you would support 
all to join your cause and of course, let+s 
not forget that your PC reflects on your 
Judgment and good taste much like the 
car you drive or the clothes you wear. So 
it goes without saying that you are what 
you compute. — 

I am fortunate to have access to 
both types of systems and can recognize 
the strengths and weaknesses of each. 
But, my conclusion is that I would really 
rather have neither. 

Neither, you say !! Yes it’s true, 
what I really want is something with the 
flexibility of the Compatible and the In- 
tegration of the Mac. I want a computer 
that networks to other system without 
reading books and taking classes. I want 
an operating system that is intuitive so I 
don’t have to remember commands like 
“DIR” or “DELTREE”. But I also want 
cheap software like shareware, easy up- 
grades by swapping motherboards and I 
want it CHEAP !!! 

Right now, I have one of each. I 
have a Mac on my desk that is seemlessly 
networked to my colleagues with great 
word processing and publishing software 
and intuitive operation. But out in the 
Lab where real work is getting done, 
there are compatibles everywhere, half of 
them in some state of disassembly or 
modification. 

So where has IBM and Apple been 
these last couple of years. Obviously, they 
have been doing more than just OS/2 and 
the Quadras. Well, the answer to that 
question is yes. Apple and IBM have 
combined forces around a completely new 
kind of PC based on IBM’s RISC (Re- 
duced Instruction Set Computing) Tech- 
nology and Applets Software (i.e. Intui- 
tive Operating Environment) and with 
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Motorola (notice the I company is miss- 
ing, Pentium or no Pentium). This PC is 
called the Power PC. 

The Power PC is an attempt to 
combine the Apple Operating System into 
an open architecture (translate: 
upgradable) with enough horsepower to 
run DOS, Windows and Mac Software all 
in the same package. Sounds like a great 
package, doesn’t it. It does to me. But I 
still remember a guy who left Apple some 
years ago to start the Next computer com- 
pany. Didn’t he want to do the same thing 
2? Well, the answer is yes but when the 
Next machine came out, the software de- 
velopment time to translate everything 
over to run on the new system was hor- 
rendous. Developers were waiting to see 
if the new computer would catch on be- 
fore they wrote new software. Buyers 
were waiting for the developers to write 
software. As a result, sales were poor and 
the wonder machine never caught on. 
Now, a run of the Compatible could out 
run a Next with one memory bank tied 
behind its back. 

The Power PC is different for sev- 
eral reasons. First, the people behind it 
have the capital and the determination to 
see it through. These guys are betting their 
whole PC business on the new architec- 
ture. Second, with the acceptance of 
Windows and the development tools that 
go with it, the time to convert an appli- 
cation to a new system is on the order of 
weeks or months, not years. This is be- 
cause Windows contains conversions 
from software to hardware in the operat- 
ing system. The developer need not know 
what kind of hardware you have. On a 
DOS machine, every application had to 
know what type of video card you have 
and even how fast your computer runs. 
Third and most important is the role that 
Microsoft will play in this venture. 
Microsoft as the software leader doesn’t 
care what kind of computer you own, just 
as long as you buy Microsoft products to 
run on it. Microsoft will have a software 
for the Power PC and they will have it 
soon. 

_So what does this mean to me, the 
guy with the 286 clone and the dot ma- 
trix printer. Well just remember that ten 
years ago I was discussing the purchase 
of the latest and greatest PC, the 286 PC 
AT and I bought a Dot Matrix printer to 


go with it. But if your are looking to pur- . 
chase the latest and priciest of the Com- 
patibles with eye toward running the soft- 
ware of the future, you may be disap- 
pointed. If you are buying the best be- 
cause you want to run the fastest, then go 
for it. But if you are buying because you 
are expecting this new machine to carry 
you into the future, you may be wasting 
lots of money. 
Steve 


Sony and PBS cure 


“flashing 12:00” 

PARK RIDGE, N.J. (APRIL 11) 
BUSINESS WIRE- April 11, 1994-For 
the millions of Americans who are un- 
able to set the clocks on their VCRs, and 
the comedians who joke about them, Sony 
and PBS Monday unveiled a technology 
that will put the vision of the “flashing 
12:00” to rest forever. 

Two new Sony VCRs will be the 
first to set automatically the clock from a 
time signal broadcast by television sta- 
tions. The nation’s public television sta- 
tions will be the first to transmit date and 
time signals that will automatically set 
the VCR clock. 

PBS member stations this month 
will begin broadcasting the signal in six 
cities - New York, Chicago, Los Ange- 
les, San Francisco, Dallas and Miami - 
and by June of 1994 via the total public 
television system, which covers virtually 
the entire United States. 

The automatic clock-set feature 
available on the new VCRs will enable 
more viewers to enjoy the benefits of 
timeshifting -videotaping programs to 
watch later - which requires an accurate 
clock setting. The time and date are au- 
tomatically updated each time the VCR 
is turned off and, since the signal is pro- 
vided by the local public TV station, it 
adjusts automatically for daylight saving 
time. 

The feature works through “Ex- 
tended Data Services” - a portion of the 
same signal that delivers “Caption Vision 
(CC)” (closed captioning for the hearing 
impaired) to the TV. Public television 
developed the closed captioning technol- 
ogy. Sony will provide support to public 
television stations for equipment that will 
enable them to send the clock-setting sig- 


nal to the VCR. 

“We're delighted to collaborate 
with Sony to develop a method by which 
important data can be delivered directly 
to consumers through a product as uni- 
versal as the VCR,” said Ervin S. 
Duggan, president and CEO of PBS. “Be 
it a satellite transmission, closed 
captioning or on-line computer service, 
PBS and the nation’s public television 
stations always have been at the forefront 
of emerging technology.” 

According to James Bonan, vice 
president of Sony’s Home Video Division, 
“Today’s expanding number of viewing 
choices, and the limited time consumers 
have available for viewing, makes 
timeshifting with a VCR essential to re- 
main up-to-date, informed and enter- 
tained. By removing what has been a 
well-publicized stumbling block for con- 
sumers, this technology enhances access 
to today’s flood of programming. In fact, 
this technology may end up making the 
VCR the most accurate clock in the 
house.” 

“Extended Data Services” is a vol- 
untary technical standard established by 
the Electronics Industries Association 
(EIA-608) for the transmission of pro- 
gram-related data by television broadcast- 
ers. It also allows for broadcast of sta- 
tion and network identification, program 
names and descriptions, weather alerts, 
and other programming information. The 
FCC granted authority for stations to 
broadcast this information in May 1993. 

According to Bonan, the two new 
Sony VCRs - the SLV-770HF and SLV- 
920HF - add the auto clock set feature to 
a VCR that already has made timeshifting 
and playback easier for the consumer. 
The two new VCRs will be available at 
retailers nationwide in June. 

-PC Magazine Online, April 1994 
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Well cured ham (70 yrs) 


Recently, one of the “not too frequent” 
milestones was reached in amateur radio when 
Frank Shorkley (KO4RU), President of 
Coloosa Chapter QCWA presented Leo 
Haijsman (W4KA) of Cape Coral, Florida the 
70 year award. Leo is QCWA Number 4304 

It all started back on a farm in Iowa in 
1923 with a one-tube UV-200 powered by his 
father’s car battery. A bank of B batteries fur- 
nished the 90 volt plate voltage. The ignition 
coils for the spark transmitter were obtained 
from the amateur radio store - - the local au- 
tomobile junk yard. 

Back in the years of 1923 to 1930, or 
thereabouts, all amateur equipment was home- 
made and the transmitting range was aboom- 
ing 20-30 miles. 

Technology improved and so did Leo. 
Working with a National SW-3 Regenerative 
Receiver and a pair of 46 tubes, Leo’s home- 
made transmitter established many foreign 
contacts in the early 30s. He’s come a long 
way because now he is equipped with a 
Kenwood TS940-S, A KW Linear with a 3- 
element beam. 


Coloosa Chapter QCWA President Frank Shorkley, KO4RU presents 70-year 


At the age of 16, Leo was issued a ra- 
dio license by the Department of Commerce, 
Bureau of Navigation. The license permit- 
ted him to operate with 20 watts on 176-200 
meters. 

After completion of college, Leo 
worked in the oil industry in Oklahoma and 
operated W5KZ. He moved on to the United 
States Maritime Commission and completed 
his career in the government with the FCC 
in 1969. Besides ham radio, Leo likes the 
hobby of globetrotting. He has visited 30 for- 
eign countries; the last being China where 
he walked on the Great Wall of China in 
1992. 

Displayed on the wall of his radio 
shack is the American Radio Relay League 
DXCC honor roll (345), the Five Band 
DXCC Award and in addition the CQ 
Awards WPX, WAZ and the All-Counties 
Award No. 43. DXing is his favorite part of 
the hobby. 

The amateur radio service has been 
enriched by the likes of Leo Haijsman 
(W4KA). 


award to Leo Haijsman, W4KA 
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nizing that some method of initial filter- 
ing must be used to keep the FCC from 
being inundated with applications in the 
beginning. 

2. The issue of Fees 

The fee quoted in the Docket, $7.00 
per year collected for the length of grant 
of license (10 years), was set by Congress 
in the Budget Reconciliation Act of 1993. 
To change the amount or type of fee would 
require the League to commit its efforts 
in the Congress toward changing the fee. 

The Committee recommends that 
the League seek such relief in favor of a 
one time administrative processing fee 
with the understanding that no amateur 
licensee should incur a user fee. 

There is no periodic processing 
expense related to this program after the 
initial look-up work has occurred. Labor 
involved with renewal of a Preferred 
Callsign will not differ in any way from 
the renewal of a non-preferred callsign, 
therefor the Committee believes no addi- 
tional labor charge should be incurred by 
the licensee. 

During the course of this proceed- 
ing people filed comments with the Com- 
mission asking why those with Preferred 
Callsigns have to pay recurring, yearly 
fees. The Commission’s response may 
well be to ask that ALL amateurs pay such 
user fees. Without question, this would 
be viewed as an undesirable outcome to 
such a question. 

Additional factors supporting the 
one-time administrative fee position in- 
clude the time value of money and reduc- 
tion in administrative workload. 

The Government benefits by col- 
lecting the entire fee at the beginning of 
the process rather than on a yearly basis 
or at the end of the license term. The 
one-time fee concept would also greatly 
reduce the Commission’s fee collection 
workload by not having to administrate 
an ongoing fee collection process at li- 
cense renewal time. 

3. Holders of previous Preferred 
Callsigns 

The Committee recommends a 
statement that any callsign held prior to 
the start of this program shall be consid- 
ered a sequential callsign and exempt 
from any administrative fee associated 
with this program. 

4. Phase-in Periods and Priorities 

The Committee recommends a 
phase-in period to allow the Commission 
a reasonable chance to process the ex- 
pected heavy initial submission of appli- 
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cations. 

Conversations with Commission 
Information Services staff in Gettysburg 
indicate that no additional application 
processing manpower will be used to 
work on Preferred Callsign applications. 
The same four people who process all new 
and renewal form 610s will be process- 
ing the new form 610-V as well. There- 
fore, a phase in period would be wise to 
prevent severe overload at Gettysburg. 

Phase-in periods may be perceived 
as “gates”. As each succeeding gate 
opens it will admit applications from a 
new group as well as any group allowed 
by a previous gate. 

Gate one would allow applications 
from holders of previous callsigns who 
have lost their original call through fail- 
ure to renew at the proper time or having 
moved from one location to another man- 
dating a change of callsign. A callsign 
could be recovered even if it did not match 
the applicants current permanent address. 

Included in this group would be 
those who wish to obtain the callsign of a 
direct family member. The term direct, 
as used here, would only include a 
brother, sister, spouse, son or daughter of 
the original licensee. 

The Committee recommends that 
clubs with lapsed club licenses also be 
allowed to recoup those callsigns in the 
first group. 

The second gate would include all 
Extra Class licensees and those enfran- 
chised by gate one. 

The third gate would include all 
Advanced Class licensees and those en- 
franchised in gates one and two. 

At this point the system would be 
thrown open to anyone else desiring a 
Preferred Callsign. 

5. Club Applications 

Clubs wishing to obtain the callsign 
of a silent key member could do so in the 
second gate period if the trustee of the 
club were an extra class licensee. This 
should present no problem for most le- 
gitimate clubs. Similar logic would ap- 
ply to trustees with other classes of li- 
cense. 

The Committee believes family 
members should have first choice of a si- 
lent key’s call. Should no family mem- 
ber desire the call, the club should have 
next choice. 

It is been the League position that 
the number of members ofa club be raised 
to at least 4 for a group to be considered 
a “radio club”. This proceeding again 
emphasizes the need for the Commission 


to raise the number of members needed 
to ensure legitimacy and prevent fraud. 

The League’s Part 97 Rewrite Com- - 
mittee suggested raising the number of 
members required in Part 97.5(d)(2) from 
two to four. The Committee recommends 
this proceeding be used as an opportu- 
nity to restate that position. 

The Committee recommends that, 
for purposes of defining a legitimate club 
in Part 97.5(d)(2), the number of mem- 
bers be raised from the current 2 to at 
least 4. 

6. Vacated Callsigns 

As proposed in the NPRM, a call is 
considered “vacated” when its previous 
owner has been assigned a Preferred 
Callsign. The Commission would put the 
vacated call into the available pool im- 
mediately. The Committee believes this 
could lead to many problems. As an al- 
ternative... 

The Committee recommends that 
the vacated callsign not be reassigned for 
a two year period. 

Incoming QSL bureaus, especially, 
have noted that many services count on 
the user callsign being correct. An in- 
stant reassignment of a prior held call to 
a new licensee could cause multiple prob- 
lems for volunteer service groups, such 
as the bureaus. 

Another consideration is “traffick- 
ing in callsigns” The Committee believes 
that a two year hold on a vacated callsign 
would preclude questionable practices 
arising in which one amateur would per- 
suade another to change their call so the 
first amateur could acquire the desired 
call. This practice could open up a new 
area of fraud allowing people to submit 
questionable documents showing that 
amateur B wanted to give up a call so 
amateur A could acquire it. 

7. Number of Choices on Form 
610-V 

The Committee recommends that 
the number of choices be increased to 25. 

This should reduce processing and 
correspondence time if the 10 requested 
callsigns are all unavailable. The appli- 
cant need not fill in all 25 callsigns, but 
it would increase the chance of a positive 
match if the applicant had 25 choices. 

8. Retirement of Callsigns 

A small number of commenters 
stated the belief that re-issuance of 
callsigns of silent keys would be some- 
how disrespectful. The Committee does 
not share this viewpoint. 


While the Committee was sensitive 
Continued on page 15 


to the fond memory the silent key’s 
friends might have, the callsign is really 
the “property” of the Commission and is 
part of the condition of grant to the lic- 
ensee. In essence it is “loaned” to the 
licensee for the term of the license. It 
would, therefore, become eligible for re- 
issuance once the renewal grace period 
had expired. 

If an individual passed away just 
before license renewal time it would be 
at least two years before the callsign be- 
came available for re-issue at the end of 
the renewal grace period. A more prob- 
able condition would be that the licensee 
would pass on in the middle of the license 
term. Then the callsign would not be- 
come available for between four and seven 
years after the amateur passed on. 

Should an individual, club or group 
think highly of the deceased, nothing pre- 
cludes finding an inactive ham and ask- 
ing the individual to change callsigns by 
requesting the silent key’s old callsign 
through this program. 

9, Out of Area Callsign Issuance 

The Committee recommends that 
within the lower 48 states the Commis- 
sion continue issuing callsigns with the 
number within the callsign relative to the 
applicants current permanent address. 
This recommendation would be for Pre- 
ferred Callsigns as well as sequentially 
generated callsigns. 

A quick historical retrospective is 
in order at this point. One of the original 
reasons for breaking the continental 
United States into ten callsign districts 
was to help the FCC’s Field Operations 
Bureau begin to locate an emitter for en- 
forcement purposes. 

Today’s state-of-the-art direction 
finding does not need to know which 
callsign district the emitter is located in. 
This fact was part of the rationale the 
Commission used in eliminating the re- 
quirement for a licensee to sign “portable” 
when away from the licensed station lo- 
cation. Therefore, the Commission 
doesn’t appear to care whether the a lic- 
ensee has a district indicator consonant 
with the operators station location. 

However, anecdotal evidence in let- 
ters and on survey forms indicates that, 
contrary to the Commission’s technologi- 
cal needs, most amateurs have grown ac- 
customed to the practice of callsign num- 
bers indicating which area of the country 
the licensee is in and would like the tra- 
dition continued. The callsign number 
gives the operators on each end of the cir- 
Cuit an immediate indication of where the 


other is and “in which direction to turn 
the beam.” 

Therefore, the Committee recom- 
mends this tradition of issuing callsigns 
with the number within the callsign con- 
sonant with the applicants current per- 
manent address be continued. 

10. Outside of the Continental 
United States 

Amateurs in Alaska, Hawaii, 
Puerto Rico, the American Virgin Islands 
and in the Pacific have shared their con- 
cern with Directors Wyatt and Butler 
about amateurs being able to acquire 
callsigns from their area without being a 
current permanent resident. This is a 
valid concern because in some areas, no- 
tably Hawaii, the KH6 callsign block is 
nearly gone. Most of it has been assigned 
to visitors and those who are now de- 
ceased. 

While the re-issuance of callsigns 
of deceased amateurs will ease the prob- 
lem, the Committee recommends that 
outside the continental 48 states appli- 
cants be required to furnish the Commis- 
sion with some form of documentation 
indicating permanent residency. Visitors 
would continue to use the portable desig- 
nator, thereby not depleting a callsign 
pool available only to permanent resi- 
dents. 

11. Specific Comments on the 
NPRM 

New 97.19 (c) Substitute the fol- 
lowing: 

Each request for a renewal of a op- 
erator/primary or club station license re- 
taining a call sign assigned under the 
vanity call sign system shall be made on 
FCC form 610-V. The form must be sub- 
mitted [eliminate “with the proper fee”] 
to the address specified in the Private 
Radio Services Fee Filing Guide. To re- 
new the license without retaining a van- 
ity call sign, the applicant must use FCC 
form 610 as specified in Section 97.21. 

New 97.19(f)(3) 

A call sign that is vacated by the 
licensee is [add “not”] available to the 
vanity call sign system [add “for 2 years 
following the expiration of the license” ]. 

Sentence Added to the end of 
97.19(g) 

A callsign previously held by the 
applicant, available to the vanity callsign 
system but expired, may be requested 
without regard to license class group or 
current permanent residence. 

New 97.19(g)(1) 

The applicant must request that the 
call sign held be canceled and provide a 


list of up to [change 10 to 25] call signs 
in order of preference. The list will auto- 
matically end with the call sign vacated 
as the [change “tenth” to “twenty sixth”] 
choice. 

New 97.19(g)(2) 

The first available call sign from 
the applicant’s list will be assigned. 
When none of those call signs are avail- 
able, the call sign vacated by the appli- 
cant will be reassigned [add “and the ad- 
ministrative fee returned”. ] 

New 97.5(d)(2) 

A club station license (FCC Form 
660) issued to the person by the FCC. A 
club station license is issued only to the 
person who is the license trustee desig- 
nated by an officer of the club. The trustee 
must hold an FCC-issued Amateur Ex- 
tra, Advanced, General or Technician 
operator license. The club must be com- 
posed of at least [change “two” to “four”] 
persons and must have a name, a docu- 
ment of organization, management and 
a primary purpose devoted to amateur 
service activities consistent with this Part. 

12. Questions Posed in the Discus- 
sion Section 

In paragraph 5 the Commission 
asks about alternative ways to file form 
610-V. 

The Committee recommends that 
the same, simple, ASCII format used in 
League contest filings be recommended 
to the Commission IS group as a starting 
point for electronic filing 

In Paragraph 6 the NPRM requests 
comments on distribution of available 
callsign information. 

The Committee recommends that 
a League computer and modem, or 
HIRAM be made available, in the short 
term, as a distribution method with the 
Commission filing at least weekly updates 
or sending a disk or disks detailing 
callsign availability. 

Alternately, for-profit data services, 
such as Compuserve’s Hamnet forum, 
could be used by the Commission to make 
current callsign information available. 

13. Special Event Callsigns 

The Committee recommends that 
1 X 1 callsigns, such as K2A, be made 
available for limited duration special 
events of national significance. 

There are likely to be few special 
event stations of national significance 
operating at any one time within a single 
call district. Therefore, the issuance of a 
1 X 1 callsign should be possible without 
measurably adding to the Commission’s 
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workload. 
14. Final Comments 

The Chairman would like to thank 
the Directors Butler, Comstock, Kanode 
and Wyatt, EVP Sumner and VEC De- 
partment Manager Jahnke for the hard 
work they did in such a compressed time 
period. 

A statistical treatment of the data 
used to derive the Committee’s position 
will be sent as an enclosure to this re- 
port. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Stephen Mendelsohn, WA2DHF, 
Chairman 


“PACIFIC POWERHOUSE” 
KATASHI NOSE, KH6lJ, 


SK 

On April 7, 79-year-old Katashi Nose, 
KH6]J, of Honolulu, Hawaii—one of Ama- 
teur Radio’s best-liked operators—died from 
a severe stroke. 

Nose, a famous contest op and DXer 
with a string of ham radio firsts and accom- 
plishments, was also famous for patiently 
working and tutoring Novices on 15 and 10 
meters. 

KH6IJ, licensed in 1932 as K6CGK, 
was the first KH6 ham to qualify for the 
League’s DX Century Club and Worked All 
States Awards. In 1952, he received his Ama- 
teur Extra Class ticket, the fifth US ham to do 
SO. 

For 56 years, Katashi wrote a newspa- 
per column on ham radio for his local news- 
paper. He also wrote many articles for QST 
and other ham magazines. 

Nose earned a bachelor’s degree from 
the University of Hawaii in 1937, and a mas- 
ters degree from Harvard in 1960. He is sur- 
vived by his wife Matsuyo, daughters Eliza- 
beth Nose and Frances McKenney, son Jo- 
seph, and a son-in-law, Michael McKenney. 

Funeral services are scheduled for 
Wednesday, April 13. 

-ARRL 
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Harris pledges $5 million to Florida Tech 


MELBOURNE, Fla., April 4 / 
PRNewswire/— Florida Institute of Technol- 
ogy is receiving a $5 million contribution from 
Harris Corporation. The gift includes a $2 
million challenge-grant to help fund construc- 
tion of the university’s new $8 million ad- 
vanced engineering complex. The balance 
of the gift will be used for continuing support 
of two Harris professorships and to enhance 
the university’s operating budget. 

The challenge-grant launches a univer- 
sity effort to raise additional funds for the build- 
ing from a variety of sources. The theme of 
the new fundraising effort is “Florida Tech 
Engineering: Crossing the Threshold.” 

“Harris’ new gift marks the second $5 
million contribution from the company since 
1988, underscoring the partnership that has 
grown between Florida Tech and Harris Cor- 
poration,” said the university’s President Lynn 
E. Weaver. “Harris is helping us to become 
an internationally respected leader in higher 
education and research, further preparing us 
to meet the challenges of the 21st century.” 

John T. Hartley, Harris chairman and 
chief executive officer, said “Harris and Florida 
Tech have enjoyed a close working partner- 
ship for many years...For example, we have 
collaborated on advanced research and other 
programs; Harris professionals serve as ad- 
junct faculty in various departments of the 
university, close to 800 Florida Tech alumni 
are now Harris employees, and more than 130 
of our employees are currently pursuing un- 
dergraduate and graduate degrees at Florida 
Tech... We are pleased to provide this further 
support for the university’s innovative efforts 
to enhance the field of engineering and sci- 
ence.” 

Commenting on the challenge-grant 
portion of the gift, Dr. Robert L. Sullivan, dean 
of the university’s College of Engineering, 
said, “Harris’ generosity will help us to build 
a State-of-the-art advanced engineering com- 
plex that introduces a new concept in inte- 
gration. The complex will bring people and 
programs together in one place, eliminating 
boundaries between engineering disciplines, 
and providing cross training and teaming. It 
will also promote integration between teach- 
ing and research, undergraduate and gradu- 
ate studies, academics and industry.” 

Phillip W. Farmer, Harris president and 
chief operating officer, said, “The integration 
concepts. and cross-discipline teaming envi- 
sioned in Florida Tech’s new center represent 
an important advance in science and engi- 
neering education. In today’s highly com- 


petitive global marketplace, Harris and other — 
companies dedicated to world-class perfor- 
mance rely on cross-functional teaming as an 
integral component of their TQM (Total Qual- 
ity Management) cultures. New engineers 
and scientists entering our companies must 
be trained and feel comfortable working in 
this environment. 

The 62,000 square foot engineering 
complex will include electronic classrooms, 
26 specialized research and teaching labora- 
tories, and a 165- seat multi-media equipped 
auditorium. The complex will provide needed 
advanced research and teaching facilities, al- 
lowing the university to enlarge its graduate 
and research programs. 

Harris Corporation, with worldwide 
sales of more than $3 billion, is focused on 
four major businesses: electronic systems, 
semiconductors, communications, and Lanier 
Worldwide office equipment. Florida Insti- 
tute of Technology is a coeducational, accred- 
ited, independent university awarding degrees 
in all major scientific and engineering disci- 
plines, as well as in aviation, management, 
the humanities and psychology. 

PC Magazine Online, April 1994 


LAMBDA vs. ARRL 

The Connecticut Commission on Hu- 
man Rights and Opportunities has announced 
that it has reasonable cause to believe that the 
American Radio Relay League has discrimi- 
nated against a gay ham radio club. This, 
when the League refused to publish the gay 
club’s notices in the classified advertising sec- 
tion of its QST Magazine. 

Ina March 18th initial decision on liti- 
gation brought by the LAMBDA Legal De- 
fense and Education Fund, the Commission 
affirmed the case investigator’s finding that 
ARRL’s refusal to publish the LAMBDA 
Amateur Radio Club ad was motivated by the 
club member’s sexual orientation. The hear- 
ing board refused to accept the Leagues de- 
fense that it excluded the ad because the group 
is issue oriented. It was noted that while the 
ARRL has refused to publish LARC’s ad for 
nearly ten years, it has continued to publish 
classified advertisements for other ham radio 
clubs including Jehovah’s Witnesses, mission- 
aries and animal rights groups. The Com- 
mission held that the issue in this instance is 
Clearly the fact that LARC’s members iden- 
tify themselves as being Gay. 

LAMBDA President Jim Kelly, KK3K 
has issued a statement saying that in his view 
the time has come for responsible individuals 


at the ARRL to publicly acknowledge the 
unfaimess of their past practices, adopt and 


_ publish a non-discrimination policy which 


includes sexual orientation, and to work with 
LARC in the spirit of cooperation and good 


_ will which has always characterized the ama- 


teur radio service. 
There has been no comment on the 
Commission finding nor any response to Kelly 


_ from the ARRL or its legal staff. None is 


expected until after a full hearing on the case 
that is now scheduled for sometime in June 


| and any appeals that will most certainly fol- 


low, no matter which side is victorious in the 
hearing room. 
-Amateur Radio Newsline, April 1994 
FCC Amends Msg 


Forwarding 
FCC Amends Rules Concerning Mes- 


_ sage Forwarding Systems in the Amateur 


Service 
In an April 4 press release, the FCC 


_ announced that it has relaxed the amateur 
_ service rules to enable contemporary message 


forwarding systems to operate at hundreds of 
characters per second while retaining safe- 
guards to prevent misuse. 

A message forwarding system is a 
group of amateur stations participating in a 
voluntary, cooperative, interactive arrange- 
ment where communications from the con- 
trol operator ofan originating station are trans- 


 Mitted to one or more destination stations via 
_ forwarding stations, which may or may not 
_ be automatically controlled. 


Currently, the control operator of each 


~ station is held individually accountable for 
each message retransmitted, resulting in un- 


necessary content review and delays. 
The ARRL, in commenting on PR 


Docket 93-85, stated that the obligation of the 


control operator of the first forwarding sta- 
tion should be the establishment of the iden- 
tity of the station originating the message. 
Only when this is not done should these con- 
trol operators be held accountable for improper 
message content. 

Also, there is currently no central su- 
pervisory authority in an ad hoc amateur ser- 
vice digital network, making these unsuper- 
vised systems easy targets for misuse by un- 
cooperative operators and nonhams. 

Moreover, the Commission said that it 
could be difficult to establish after the fact that 
a particular VHF station originated a fleeting 
high-speed digital transmission. 

For these reasons, the Commission said 
there must be on-going oversight of the sys- 
tem and the control operators of the first for- 


warding stations are in the best position to 
provide such oversight. 

Therefore, the Commission will hold 
accountable only the licensees of the station 
originating a message and the licensee of the 
first station forwarding a message in a high- 
speed message forwarding system. 

The licensee of the first forwarding sta- 
tion must either authenticate the identity of 
the station from which it accepts communi- 
cations on behalf of the system, or accept ac- 
countability for the content ofthe message. 

The Commission also clarified that the 
station that receives a communication directly 
from the originating station and introduces it 
into the message forwarding system is the first 
forwarding station. 

The League and the Colorado Council 
of Amateur Radio Clubs suggested that the 
Commission substitute the word ‘’simulta- 
neously” for *’instantaneously” in the redefi- 
nition of a repeater. The Commission con- 
curred and adopted this modification. 

The Commission believes that these 
rule changes will enable contemporary high- 
speed message forwarding systems to operate 
as their designers intended, while retaining 
the minimum safeguards necessary to prevent 
misuse. 

The effective date of the rules change 
has not yet been announced. 

-ARRL 
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TV Engineer Killed on 
Remote 


A television remote pick-up broad- 
cast engineer on assignment for CNN, 
was electrocuted while in a broadcast van 
outside a federal courthouse. Al Battle, 
37, was part of a technical crew from 
Potomac Television Services Corpora- 
tion, which provides services to the 
Cable News Network. 


Battle was inside the van raising 
the antenna mast when the microwave 
dish hit a wire on February 22nd. He was 
at the courthouse for a story about CIA 
official and his wife who were charged 
with spying. 

-Westlink Report, Mar. 31, 1994 


Marc 
N4YHM 
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Exvrs Amateur Rapio 


2513 S.W. 9th AVENUE 
FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 33315 


OPEN O 
Bs ICOM 
A WEEK 


“THE LATEST IN NAME BRAND 
tea HAM EQUIPMENT” ag ,; 


AY 
| Ly LARGEST SELECTION OF BOOKS & 
PERIODICALS IN SOUTH FLORIDA!!! 


DISCOUNT USED 
PRICES! | EQUIPMENT 
CLOSE-OUTS 

N 9s: 
Sau BUY © SELL ° TRADE ear 
NATION-WIDE 1-800-780-0103 


WEEKLY 
SPECIALS 


(305) 


525-01 O03 944-3383 


BROWARD DADE Fax 


AMERICAN EXPRESS, MASTERCARD & VISA 
‘“‘SE HABLA ESPANOL” 
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VIEW FROM THE PANHANDLE "Matt" Matthew, KC4RKJ 


During an ARES meeting in 
DeFuniak Springs recently, a video tape 
concerned with storms of Hurricane pro- 
portion was shown. A phrase that I be- 
lieve is important to all Florida residents 
was emphasized throughout the video. 
The phrase was spoken by an official in a 
disaster center prior to the arrival of a 
major storm. 

Part of the statement was “ ... all 
households should have an emergency 
plan prior to the emergency ...”. 

Each year I recommend in my 
Florida Skip article the need for a plan 
especially if you are in the coastal areas 
of our state. It could be equally impor- 
tant no matter where you live. It could 
be in the coastal hurricane area, in an 
earthquake zone, or in an area threatened 
by tornadoes or in a flood area. 

It is important to know what to take 
if you are in an evacuation area and how 
everyone in the family will get out of the 
house or where to take cover to avoid fall- 
ing structures or buildings. 

If you have a computer it’s easy. 
You can use your word processor to make 
a list of all items that will be taken in 
case of evacuation. Be sure to indicate 
what vehicle will carry what. On my com- 
puter, I have two documents entitled 
“Panic 1” and “Panic 2”. If we may be 
forced out of our home I can simply print 
acopy ofeach. Each of us then has a list 
of what to start moving and the items as- 
signed to which vehicle. 

As a teacher in California, I drilled 
my classes on earthquake “Duck and 
Cover” responses. It worked and no panic 
occurred when we had the real thing. In 
fact I had to laugh at the results when we 
had the real thing. No announcement or 
warnings precede an earthquake so you 
cannot plan ahead. Anyway, I was sitting 
at a table helping five or six Algebra stu- 
dents resolve some problems when by 
accident caused by the shuffling of pa- 
pers, my pencil fell on the floor. I reached 
down to pick it up just as the quake 
started. I didn’t associate the shake to a 
quake because I had become used to sonic 
booms rattling my home. The building 
shook and when I sat up with my pencil, 
I saw what at first appeared to be an empty 
room. It dawned on me that it wasn’t a 
sonic boom when I saw my whole class 
under their desks or tables. No damage 


was done and I had to tell the proud mem- 
bers of the class that they had only done 
one thing wrong. Five of them were un- 
der MY table! 

Every one should know where to 
go in the house if a tornado is in the area, 
and how to evacuate if the home is on 
fire especially if the fire blocks the usual 
exits. 

Little things like keeping the fuel 
tanks of your vehicles filled, or the fuel 
tank for your generator could be vital. In 
one, you can evacuate; in the other you 
could guarantee having electricity. Get- 
ting power back on can take a week or so 
in some areas. 

Another item to consider is pre- 
scriptions. If you are taking medication 
make sure that you have a good supply 
on hand and don’t forget to take enough 
with you to cover at a span of a week or 
two. 

Let’s hope that Mother Nature will 
be gentle this year but don’t count on it. 


On another topic, beware of a li- 
cense renewal scam that has been exposed 
by the ARRL in their Newsletter. Army 
MARS members also have been warned 
in an Eastern Area Bulletin. It seems a 
commercial company is sending notices 
through the mail to HAMS whose licenses 
are about to expire. They offer to hand 
carry the renewal through the relicensing 
quickly for a $5 fee. The league is going 
to do the same thing with no fee other 
than the cost of a stamp. Members will 
receive a notice about 99 days prior to 
the license expiration date including a 
copy of the new FCC Form 610 and an 
addressed envelope with the correct ad- 
dress for the FCC in Gettysburg. This is 
a new service and it will have the benefit 
of merging, purging and cross-checking 
of the FCC database. 

For those of you who have received 
or expect to need a new 610 (effective 
March first) you may need to copy down 
the address since it is not on the new 
forms. It is: 

Federal Communications 
Commission 1270 Fairfield Road 
Gettysburg, PA 17325-7245 (717)337- 
1212 

Remember, “old” 610’s will be re- 
turned to you without action being taken. 

Well, all the HamFests for the year 


will be done as far as the Panhandle by 
the time you read this. All seemed to do 
well and a lot of boat anchors were seen 
leaving the doors of the HamFests. Many 
of you will be heading off to those in 
neighboring states to look for goodies for 
the radio shack. 

Some of you may be fortunate to go 
to the Grand Daddy of them all, Dayton, 
which will be held from April 29th till 
May Ist. We will attend for the first time 
and we have been told to wear comfort- 
able shoes and take clothing suitable for 
all 4 seasons. I have been told that all 
good HAMS must make at least one pil- 
grimage to Dayton in their lifetime. 

Listed below are some of the spring 
HamFests listed together which, in most 
cases, are out of state but are of interest 
to those who live in the northern part of 
Florida and those who will drive any dis- 
tance to satisfy the search for some little 
part for some project in the shack. The 
dates of HamFests below which have not 
been officially confirmed are not included 
with the month. In the future as more 
data is presented about the official dates 
I will upgrade the events with the dates. 

I would like to thank Kay 
(KB4HHX) for the information about fu- 
ture HamFests and for providing, as a 
courtesy, the “THE COUNTRY HAM” 
list or index of SouthEastern HAM Fests. 
Those of you who are setting up a 
HamFest or who have one ready to go 
should contact Kay at (803)-821-8100. 

The Gainesville (FL) HamFest was 
held on the 9th & 10th of April as was 
Perry (GA) who also had theirs on the 
April 9th. 

The Albany (GA) HamFest is 
scheduled for June 18th & 19th 

The Atlanta (GA) show will be in 
July as well as the HamFest in Jackson- 
ville (FL). 

Another popular HamFest is the 
one in Huntsville (AL) which will be held 
on August 20th & 21st. 

I’m sure that many of the HAMS 
in the Northern part of the state will visit 
some or all of these events. Please note 
that the list I have presented does not give 
dates unless they are confirmed at the time 
of publication. 


a5 
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(407) 567-3423 


ALUMA TOWER COMPANY, INC. 
1639 OLD DIXIE "HIGHWAY 
P.O. BOX 2806 
VERO BEACH, FLORIDA 32961-2806 
FAX #407-567-3432 


VENECOM, INC. 


PRE-OWNED COMMUNICATION EQUIPMENT 
WE REPAIR ALL KIND OF HF - VHF - UHF - c8 


4603 S.W. 71 Avenue Tel. (305) 669-9031 
Miami, Florida 33155 Fax (305) 669-9032 


KENWOOD - ICOM 
TWO-WAY RADIOS 


HAROLO HEASTER 


Ormond Beach, FL 


904-673-4066 or 1-800-84-RADIO 
Call for Everyday Very Low Prices 


W4PLM 


STARTEK 


INTERNATIONAL, INC. 


398 N.E. 38TH STREET, FORT LAUDERDALE, AL 33334. 
PHONE (305) 561-2211 FAX (305) 561-9133 


rornattvoun REAL ESTATE neeos 


COMMERCIAL ¢ RESIOENTIAL ¢ INDUSTRIAL 


MARK ROSNER ¢ N4BDZ 


BROKER — ASSOCIATE 

1-800-346-3859 
(305) 921-6610 
(305) 923-3333 


& ¢ 1905 Hollywood Blvd. nr 
[beiment,] 1205 Houvwoos ave. (Blea, 


Compliments Of 


THE PALMETTO 
AMATEUR RADIO 
OPEN REPEATER CLUB 


.85/.25 
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“KNOWN FOR SERVICE” 


EVELYN D. GAUZENS 
W4WYR 
Broker/Associate 
FUTRELL COMPANY, INC. REALTORS 
Office: ‘305) 233-4444 
Dig. Beeper: 880-0835 
642-4139 


1322 Gillott St. N.W. 
Palm Bay, FL. 32907 


—© T-SHIRTS 
—& GOLF SHIRTS 


—> HATS 1-800-935-PLUS 


—& APRONS 
—& TOWELS (7587) 
—& KEY CHAINS 


IMPRINTED SPORTSWEAR AND AD SPECTALTIES 
—> PENCILS Etc... 


“WE PRINT ON ALMOST ANYTHING” 


KCA4FAD R KD4FVI 


BARRY GEE cectnonics. BEN ROSUMNY 


503 MAIN ST. - 106A 
P.O. BOX 330 | 
CRAWFORD, GA 30630 
PH/FAX 706-743-3344 


AZDEN/KDHK REPAIR SPECIALISTS 
BUY, SELL OR TRADE NEW & USED AZDEN 
WE SELL POWER SUPPLIES, ANTENNAS & ACCESSORIES 


. SERVICE 
ae KENWOOD 
AUTHORIZED 
SERVICE CENTER 
We have been servicing amateur radios reliably and economically on a 
national basis for 14 years. We also sell hi-quality state-of-the-art 8 & 10 
pole crystal filters, and specific upgrade kits for Icom, Kenwood and Yaesu 


ducts. 
pee’ INTERNATIONAL RADIO AND COMPUTER, INC. 
3804 South U.S. 1, Fort Pierce, FL 34982 
(407) 489-5609 FAX No. (407) 464-6386 


, Florida Custom Plasties 


CUSTOM ENGRAVING 


KA4HWY HARRY and JUNE KEITH 


@ ENGRAVED CALL ANO NAME BAOGES 
@ IDENTIFICATION PLATES LICENSE PLATES 
@ DESK SETS AND PLASTIC SIGNS PLEXIGLASS SIGNS 


sate Uingrtie Road No. 56 PHONE (813) 684-6121 


COMPUTER SHOWS 
& HAMFESTS 


IF YOU HAVE A DESIRE TO ATTEND AND WISH TO 
BE ON OUR MAILING LIST,PLEASE FAX YOUR NAME 
AND ADDRESS TO: (305) 748-3509 
EXPRESS YOURAREAOFINTEREST: CD-ROM SOFTWARE, 


CD-ROM DRIVES, AMATEUR RADIO, X-RATED SHAREWARE 
COMPUTER SHOWS, HAMFESTS. 


7890 N.W. 55th Street 
Miami, FL 33166 
(305) 592-0048 


Banners 


SPEEDWAY 
License Plates, GF “wseanre 
‘Car & Truck Lettering 

SIGNS 


Sherril Zuckerman, KC4WZS 
Dan, WQ3G 
Louis, KD4HRD 


NEMAL ELECTRONICS INTERNATIONAL, INC. 
ELECTRONIC CABLE e CONNECTORS e CUSTOM ASSEMBLIES 


12240 NE 14th Ave. 
N. Miami, FL 33161 
Tel. (305) 899-0900 
Fax (305) 895-8178 


BENJAMIN L. NEMSER 
President 


TEST EQUIPMUENT, COMPOMERTS & COMPUTER EQUIPRENT 


ASTRO TOO 


Surplus/Electr=nics Equipment 
(407) 253-3371 


2854 Sarno Road - Melbourne Fl 32935 


Amateur Radio DX Blue Book 


Up-dated Prefix, Country, Pacific Islands lists 
DXCC, QSL, QTH, UTC Info each Prefix. 7 Prefix Maps 
Instant Speak or Write, 10-page Russian QSO dialogue. 
U.S. PPD $9.45 
Foldable Desk Top 11 x 17 Antenna Headings Chart 
55 Florida Cities choice. $4.50 Blue Book patrons 

W4UYZ 4920 Mayflower St. 

Cocoa, FL 32927. (407) 632-6809 


There’s room for a couple 
more ads! 


Call: 
800-421-3279 


DON'T MISS THIS ONE! 
Welcome to the exciting 


e@ 
e 
e 
e 
@ 
world of amateur radio e 
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AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION 
or more information call: 
Jerry, WB2BEC, Pres. - 741-3955 
Monty, N4LLZ, VP - 748-1560 


NEED AN ANTENNA FARM SITE? 
Why not raise oranges & antennas in South Central Florida? 


Land specialist W4ZD will help you like he has helped cther 
leading Florida operators! 


Contact BEV CAVENDER, W4ZD 


- wae The Cavender Corp., Realtors 


1349 U.S. 27 North - Lake Placid, FL 33852 
1-800-741-4490 FAX: 813-465-9669 
Low prices in high Highlands Co.! 


CORPORATION 
Reshors Simce 1957 


ADVANTAGE COMMUNICATION 


Specializing in Amateur Radio Antenna Systems 

Installation, maintenance and dismantling of Radio Equipment 
Lightning Protection 

Antenna Rotors 

Radio & Television Interference solutions 

Serving South Florida Amateurs For Over 5 Years 


Mark Lavallee AC4UV 
3510 Harrison Street Suite 11 
Hollywood, Florida 33021 


BATTERIES 


*=CAMCORDER*RADIO* 
*EMERGENCY LIGHTING* 
*CORDLESS/CELLULAR* 
*SANYO*HOBBY* 
*COMPUTERS*UPS 


TNR YOUR BATTERY STORE 


279 DOUGLAS AVENUE, #1112 


ALTAMONTE SPRINGS, FL., 32714 
(407) 682-4311 (Office) (407) 682-4469 (Fax) 
1-800-346-0601 


G.M. ELECTRONICS SERVICE 


Ham Rapto 
SERVICE AND REPAIR 
ALL MAKES 


%* Specialized Design Engineering/Construction 
* Also Marine Electronics 


Guy Mallard, W61YK 
(904) 764-0042 


(305) 961-2642 


*NICKEL CADMIUM* 
*GELL CELLS* 
*LITHIUM*LEAD ACID* 
*ALKALINE* 

*CUSTOM PACKS* 


81 37 North Main Street 
Jacksonville, Florida 32208 


Kal-Tech Electronics 
Tropical Electronics 


Electronic Parts - IC’s - Transistors 
Surface Mount Devices - Components 


"Maury" & 


Phone (305) 522-5811 
FAX (305) 522-5271 


or 


200 S.W. 20th Street - Bay 2 
Ft. Laucerdale, FL 33315 


A SUPER BUY 


at only 


$75.99 


for a year 
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SARA.” SAILS AGAIN 


*(SOUTHEAST AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION) 


CELEBRATE THANKSGIVING ABOARD 
THE HOLLAND AMERICAN LINES” 
WESTERDAM 


DEPARTS FROM FT. LAUDERDALE NOV. 19, 1994 
PORTS INCLUDE... ST. MAARTIN, ST.JOHN/ST.THOMAS 
AND NASSAU 


INSIDE $1039.00 OUTSIDE $1189.00 


PRICES INCLUDE PORT TAXES , GRATUITIES, 
CANCELLATION INSURANCE AND 
BUS TRANSPORT ATION 


THE BEST CABINS ARE THE FIRST TO GO! 


DON'T MISS THIS ONE! 


CALL BONNIE 
AT 
THE TRAVEL STATION 
SV SON WE 1OLH.Sb. 
FT LAUDERDALE, FL 3331 1 
(305) 791-8288 
1 (800) 940-8288 


—““=““MP— SSeS ©®SS SSS Soe eeoe esse eoeeeeoeose eee eose Geovocoe Ee 
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ARMY 
MARS REPORT by 
Lorraine S. Mat- 
thew/N4ZCF/ 
AAA9PR- Army 
MARS Public Relations Coordinator 

North Florida Ham/Swapfest held 
at the Okaloosa County Fairgrounds in 
Fort Walton Beach, Florida on March 19 
and 20, 1994 was the meeting place for 
more than 60 MARS members from all 
the service MARS organizations. Much 
time was spent comparing news and notes 
and discussing all the changes that have 
come and are yet to come. It was most 
evident that the MARS programs of all 
the services are responsive to the chal- 
lenges and changes resulting from new 
technologies and new needs of those we 
serve. The MARS meeting featured rep- 
resentatives of all the services. 

Of immediate note to Army and Air 
Force MARS members was the news that 
the Eglin AFB VHF packet BBS is back 
on line. This BBS in conjunction with 
the BBS and packet node at Panama City 
is vital in insuring the availability of in- 
formation for the entire Panhandle of 
Florida. The new packet node and mail- 
box at Pensacola guarantee packet cov- 
erage for the Panhandle from the Ala- 
bama border on the west to Tallahassee 
on the east and from Alabama on the 
north to the Gulf on the south. The 
Marianna digi is to come on line very 
shortly. All of this is accomplished 
through the efforts and the support of the 
MARS membership. It is most gratify- 
ing to see the VHF Army MARS packet 
frequency busy. 

In addition to the progress made in 
the Panhandle, Tampa area members, too 
have been active in getting their new VHF 
simplex cluster and its net into operation. 
They have met on Sunday evenings at 
8:30 PM (ET). Tom DeLange/AAT4LE, 
from Bradenton, is the Army MARS Co- 
ordinator for the Florida VHF Simplex 
Cluster program. Tampa also has a new 
packet node coming on line (It will be on 
line when this column is published, I am 
sure.) Congratulations, Tampa. 

The Panhandle has one of the most 
active VHF Simplex clusters in the state. 
The VHF Simplex Cluster program is a 
major Florida emphasis at this time. The 
goal is to have the entire state completely 
covered by interlocked VHF simplex clus- 
ters. The premise is that repeaters are 
nice, but those towers can blow down in 


ARMY MARS REPORT 


a storm or the repeater can malfunction 
and fail to carry the signals as they are 
intended to do. Simplex doesn’t require 
towers. Simplex doesn’t require equip- 
ment that can fail or be knocked off the 
air by lightning, et al. The Crestview 
cluster is very well developed and covers 
a large area. Some stations, such as mine, 
meet the net by relay into the cluster. This 
is acceptable since my station may be- 
come a relay into another cluster or a li- 
aison into the HF system. We are look- 
ing to operators in Pensacola, Panama 
City, and like communities to also start 
their cluster operations as they acquire 
new members with the VHF capabilities. 
As Florida leads the way in this new con- 
cept so goes the Panhandle. Congratula- 
tions to all the Panhandle operators. 

All of Army MARS extends con- 
dolences to Chief Army MARS Robert 
Sutton upon the loss of his mother at the 
beginning of April. Bob and his family 
gathered in Hibbing, Minnesota for her 
funeral. 

Chief Sutton was scheduled to at- 
tend the Joint Chief MARS conference 
on 4 - 6 April, 1994 at the Cheltenham 
Naval Communications Detachment in 
Cheltenham, MD. Eastern Area Direc- 
tor, Fred Neff, will attend the conference 
in Bob’s place. This is an important con- 
ference which covers many topics and 
issues of interest to the operations of all 
the service MARS programs. Army 
MARS will be most ably represented at 
the conference. 

At the invitation by Chief Sutton, 
this reporter will be attending the Day- 
ton Hamfest and all of the MARS activi- 
ties associated with this hamfest. In ad- 
dition, I will be staying for and attending 
the Army MARS I.P.R. meetings in the 
three days which follow. Chief Sutton 
has asked me to speak at one of the con- 
ference sessions. This should be a most 
interesting experience and I look forward 
to it. 

MARS members of all services look 
forward to the Armed Forces Day opera- 
tions to be held in May. Cross band op- 
erations (military/civilian), multimode 
operations, and special messages from the 
Secretary of Defense will be featured 
throughout the 24 hour period of 21 May 
1994. This will be the 45th year of the 
Armed Forces Day event. 

Like all the MARS services, Army 


MARS stands ... Proud ... Professional ... 


Ready. 


Lorraine S. Matthew (AAA9PR), PIO mars ww 


Heading for Dayton! 


WIREBOOK H 


The How-to and source manual 
written by "The Wireman”, Press 
Jones, N8UG for Cable, Connec- 
tors, Coax, Wire and Baluns. 


lf you’re into Coax, 
antennas, ladderline & 
Baluns - W/REBOOK I! 

IS MUST READING 


ONLY $2.00 


FROM W.W. SALES 


Send your name & address, with 
your payment for $2.00 PLUS $1.00 
shipping and handling (total $3.00) to 
the address below. We'll rush your 
56-page information packed _ illustrated 
WIREBOOK II by return mail. 


WW SALES 


WIREMAN 
57 Echo Lake Dr., Dept F 
Fairview, NC 28730 
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DAYTON HAMVENTION SALE 


May 1 to May 31, 1994 


HEASTER 


A Kenwood Authorized Dealer 


(7 eee ee \ 
| TH-22AT $20.00 off | 
| TH-28A $25.00 off | 
| TH-78A $30.00 off | 
|  TM-241A $40.00 off | 
| TM-732A $40.00 off | 
| § TM-742A $40.00 off | 
| TS-50S $50.00 off . 
| TS-450S/AT $50.00 off 
| TS-850S/AT $100.00 off | 
|  TS-733A $30.00 off | 
| TS-251A $30.00 off | 
< _ R E, eee aet ena uj 


Harold Heaster, KE8MR - Ormond Beach, FL 32174 
Local (904) 673-4066 Toll Free 800-84-RADIO (847-2346 FL) 


Harold Heaster, KE8MR - Clarksburg, W. VA 26301 
Local (304) 623-5734 Toll Free 800-440-A-HAM (440-2426 W.VA) 
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HAMBAR 


ATE C INFORMATION 
_ HAMBAR service, of electronic equipment only, 
s available to all subscribers, amateurs and non-ama- 
eurs at the rate of 10 cents per word, which includes 
ddress, call sign, etc. Minimum charge for any 
AMBAR is $3.00. All commercial and non-subscrib- 
rs rate is 15 cents per word. Minimum charge of $5.00 
or each HAMBAR. No reruns. Each HAMBAR must 
resubmitted each month. No ad will be published 
nless accompanied by full remittance! We require 
ll HAMBAR ads contain the full mailing address, call 
ign, zip and area-phone number, if any. Make it easy 
or person wanting to buy your equipment. No 
AMBARS via telephone! 
COMMERCIAL DISPLAY 
Please write or call for rate card and quotes. 


of each month to 1280 Sarno Rd., Suite 224, 
felbourne, FL 32935. 


REE FLEA -S.A.R.A. *** May 7TH, 7:00AM at The Old 
lorida Plaza, Pine Island Road at NW 44th Street, 
Sarasota. Talk-in 146.79. 


Deadline forall HAMBARS and ads, eighth a) 


NOTICE - TURN YOUR SUPLUS TUBES INTO INSTANT 
CASH. Also wanted GALZI GT550 and accessories. Wanted 
Hustler Mobile antenna and resonators. Dummy load, 300 watt 
plus. M. Levy, WSQJT. 2310 Denmark St., Apt. #62, 
Clearwater, FL 34623. 


FOR SALE - KENWOOD 5308S, CW Filter, MC-50 Mike, 
Instruction Manual. Gregg M. Eberman, W2SDV. 2201 Brian 
Ave., South Daytona, FL 32119. 904-761-0867. 


Looney Laws - Still on the books: It is unlawful for a woman 
to make stocking adjustments in public. Performing this lurid 
act may result in up to 12 months in the state penitentiary. 
. (Cleveland, OH) 


FOR SALE - Antenna Tuner, MFJ 3kw, Model MFJ 981. Good 
condition - $100.00. Jay O’Brien, KE4HQ. 1521 SW Curry 
St., Port St. Lucie, FL 34983. 407-878-6648. 


FREE FLEA - MAY 14, 1994 (Rain date May 21, 1994) 
First Annual W1SL (Tom McMullen) Memorial Free Flea 


sponsored by PBARS & Motorola ARC. 1500 Gateway Blvd 
Boynton Beach, FL. 


FOR SALE - Cushcraft R4 Antenna. New. Never Used. Make 
offer. Miles M. Myers, #912 $1032, 801 Cinnamon Dr., Win- 
ter Haven, FL 33880. 813-299-7820. 

Looney Laws - Still on the books: It is unlawful for any man to 
be seen publicly in any kind of strapless gown. (Miami, FL) 


FOR SALE - | Mobile antenna, Hustler fold-over with 40m 


resonator - $25.00. 1-14 AVQ/wb HyGain Vertical. 10, 15, 20, 
and 40 meters - $60.00 or best offer. Bernie Jackson, KB4JR. 


1159 Circle Dr., Lake Wales, FL 33853. 676-8444. 


WANTED - KENWOOD 8308S Service Manual. Gregg M. 
Eberman, W2SDV. 2201 Brian Ave., South Daytona, FL 32119. 
904-761-0867. 


FOR SALE - Cushcraft R7, new condition, was erected for 
only two weeks. $250.00 Barry Gorodetzer, N4IFE. 5901 
Hawkes Bluff Ave., Davie, FL 33331. 305-680-0110. 


Good breeding consists of concealing how much we think of 
ourselves and how little we think of the other person. 


FOR SALE - Drake TR7, PS, Filters, Mic, Manual, Service 
Manual. MN 7 Tuner, $800. Conrad Kibler. 10102 Cliff Circle, 
Tampa FL 33612. 813-933-2850. 


ROTORS - Repair Service for American Made rotors. Recon- 
ditioning, labor charge only $30.00. Parts extra. Conrad Kibler, 
10102 Cliff Circle, Tampa, FL 33612. 813-933-2850. 


Country Western Song: I’m gonna put a bar in my car and 
drive myself to drink. 


WANTED - Unused tube inventories. Glaxy GT 550, KWM1, 
KWM2 or Yaesu FT301 dummy load. M. Levy, WS5QJT. 2310 
Denmark St. Apt 62, Clearwater, FL 34623. 813-791-4730 
anytime. 


FOR SALE - TRS-80 Model 100 Computer w/disk video in- 
terface and amber monitor, all manuals and programs. Great 
for packet, rtty, amtor. $250.00 O.B.O.Howard Dutkin, N4EBT. 
19420 NE 23 Ave., Miami FL 33180. (305) 935-5214 after 5 
pm or weekends. 


FLORIDA SKIP SPECIALTIES 

MAPS: 144, 220, 440 AND Packet - .25 ea. 

FCC: 610 & 610B Forms - FREE 

FLA: Applications for Amateur Radio License Plate - FREE 
1994 Ham Shack Calendars - FREE 

(Send request and SASE for Maps, Forms, Applications) 
BOOKLETS: FL TFC Routing Guide $3.00 + 2.00 P/H 

Dear Mabel Award: $3.00 to cover P/H 

Andy Clark, W4TYT - P.O. Box 501 - Miami Springs, FL 33266 


Throw me some classifieds! 
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North Florida BBS Statistics 


March 1994 
- Dave Sutherland, N4GMU 


Upcoming Florida Hamfests 


DATE LOCATION NOTES 


May 14 Belle Glade FREE! At Belle Glade Marina 
’ Lunch available ($6.00) 
Talk-in on 147.120 
INFO: Dennis, AD4PS (407) 996-7056 
Univ South FL Hamfest 
at USF Tampa 
Talk-in: 147.240/146.940 
INFO: Kevin. KD4GMD (813) 933-9473 
July 30/31 Jacksonville Prime Osborne Convention Ctr 
Cor. S. Lee & W. Bay St 
Talk-in: 146.760 
INFO; ?? 
Sept 10/11 Melbourne Melbourne Auditorium 
625 Hibiscus Blvd 
Talk-in: 146.850 
INFO: ?? 
Sept 25 New Port Richey New Port Richie Recreation Center 
(Sunday only) 6630 Van Buren 
Talk-in on 145.350 or 147.150 
INFO: ?? 
Oct 1 St Petersburg 1st Unity Church 
469 45th Ave North 
Talk-in on 147.06 
INFO: ?? 
Cross City Trail Rider’s Club 
next to Cross City Airport 
Talk-in on 146.700 & 147.390 
INFO: ?? 
FREE! At Sandpoint Park on Rt 406, 
east of US 1. Exit 80 off I-95 
Talk-in on 146.910 
INFO: ?? 
Bradford County Fairgrounds 
US 301 and SR 100 
Talk-in on 145.150 
INFO: ?? 
Oct 22/23 West Palm Beach Expo Center at South FL Fairgrounds 
State Rd 80 just east of US 441 
Talk-in on 147.165 


PERS NTS TOT 
988 151 8525 
630 2775 
213 2245 
719 3505 
419 4081 
842 2773 
527 3418 
328 3238 
420 3504 
927 3971 
1723 6591 
154 5258 
215 817 

908 4657 


Jul 16 Tampa 


TOTAL NTS Traffic: 1152 


SOUTH FLORIDA BBS TOTALS - March, 1994 


Oct 8 Titusville 
BBS NTS PERSONAL BULLETINS TOTAL MESSAGES 


AB4RB 24 2560 24 2608 (BBS QRT) 
KOZXF 0 50 189 239 

K4TKU 0 429 238 667 

KB4GBS__s 14 904 4521 5439 

KB4GCZ -NO REPORT- 

KB40AM 11 1007 5678 6696 
KB4UAH -NO REPORT- 


Oct 15 Starke 


INFO: Charlie, K2GNZ (407) 582-1164 
OCT 29 Port St Lucie FREE! (Location to be announced.) 
Talk-in on 146.955 
Info: Denny, W9OQN (407) 335-0138 
NOV 12 Lake Worth FREE! At Sunset Ridge Park, 
Ave A and 13th St North 
Talk-in on 146.670 
INFO: Bill, N4ZDD (407) 439-8796 
NOV 19/20 Tampa Expo Hall, FL State Fairgrounds 
US 310 & 14 
Talk-in on 146.94- 
INFO: Jean (813) 525-5178 
SCC COCR COC OCC ORO IAG GCG OOO OOO IO IC KICK IK OK KIOOK 
PLEASE SENT CORRECTIONS, ADDITIONS AND 
WHO TO CALL FOR INFO! 
Packet Address: KB4VOL @ KB4VOL 
Mail: Bill Britton, KB4VOL 8703 S.E. Jardin St. 
Hobe Sound, FL 33455 


HRI OR A HAAR AAA HR A RA AR AR HIKARI FR IAC ARK AO IRI IR IORI AR COICO TOR ATR FOR BE OK 


26/Florida Skip 


KB4VOL 
KB4WUA 17 
KC4CLD 
KC4HQS 
KC4IBT 
KD4EMI 
KD4GR 
KD4MIV 
KD4MZM 
KD4WBI 
KD4ZPP 


1995 6556 
267 3800 
-NO REPORT- 
-NO REPORT- 
-NO REPORT- 
70 101 
-NO REPORT- 
2850 7665 
-NO REPORT- 
-NO REPORT- 
-NO REPORT- 


8586 
4084 


171 (NEW BBS) 


10535 


(NEW BBS) 
KE2IX 465 1051 1829 3345 
KF40J 0 1125 3955 5080 
KI4ZJ 3 117 3867 3987 
KP4EDL 3 1297 6430 7730 
N4HHP 73 4739 5316 10128 
N4JOA 5 282 3959 4246 
N4XEO 23 1378 3861 5262 
N4XEQ -NO REPORT- 
N4ZIQ 23 1225 1935 3183 
NSAUV -NO REPORT- 
W4DPH 454 9318 5341 15113 
W4MWP 28 722 3063 3837 
W8DUV 87 3220 4881 8188 
WA2LKI 496 2389 3286 6091 
WA4EAA -NO REPORT- 
WB2WPA 12 737 1636 2385 
WB4MOZ 1 802 7337 8140 
WB4TEM 41 2145 7532 9718 
WB9IJITK = — 142 130 272 (NEW BBS) 
WD4DLB -NO REPORT- 
WD4NKZ 470 2077 3408 5955 
WDS8IBY -NO REPORT- 
NTS TOTAL: 2305 
73... Bill KB4VOL @ KB4VOL, Packet Manager South Florida. 


Radio Club of Cuba 


Taken Over 


Nazi-type regime rules 
-by Rafael Estevez, WA4ZZG 

The Federacion Cubana de 
Radioaficionados (FRC) or Cuban Federa- 
tion of Amateur Radio Operators, called an 
emergency meeting of all radio club’s presi- 
dents of the island and reached several de- 
cisions. The meeting took place in a subur- 
ban district in the Habana’s province, at a 
military house complex, to stress and re- 
mind all gathered, that a Nazi-type regime 
is now ruling the former Radio Club of 
Cuba. 

The meeting was presided over by 
the Cuban Director of Frequencies, Mr. 
Carlos Martinez, also a high ranking of- 
ficer of the State Police Security or the Cu- 
ban Secret Service. By unanimous vote it 
prohibited all third party traffic, stressing 
that not even the medicine or death mes- 
sages may be exchanged with other stations. 

Also, members of the Federation and/ 
or the local radio clubs must listen and re- 
port to headquarters any amateur who vio- 
lates the rules enacted by the Federation, 
and to facilitate the harassment and repres- 
sion to those who don’t follow the political 
guidelines set by the marxist government. 
And they want to party with the U.S. Ama- 
teurs?! 

Any radio equipment, computer or 
parts sent to a person in Cuba will become 
the exclusive property of the FRC. Then the 
FRC will lend such items to the person that 
was supposed to be the real owner. There is 
no doubt that this is a flagrant violation of 
their Human Rights. Those who still be- 
lieve in the FRC and their fairy tales should 
take note. 

This is simply plunder of private 
property by the FRC and their new intran- 
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FLORIDA SKIP 


1280 Sarno Road se 
Suite 224 


Se 6 "Melbourne, FL92035 
eee Tele: 242-6993 (local) - 7 800-421-3279 


sigent colonel commander. The FRC and the 
Cuban government are the same thing. There- 
fore, the FRC may be in a violation of the 
Torricelli Act because the ownership of the 
equipment is no longer the property of the per- 
son that it was sent to but the government's. 
The Torricelli Act prohibits the sending of any 
kind of help to the Cuban government, except 
humanitarian aid like medicines and similar. It 
is now Clear why Amaldo Coro (CO2KK) and 
his radical comrades launched a daily opposi- 
tion against the U.S. Rep. of N.J. Hon. Robert 
Torricelli (D) in the 40 meter band. 

There are rumors that Mr. Carlos 
Martinez may visit the U.S. SIRA (Sociedad 
Internacional de Radio Aficionados) is looking 
forward to discussing, face to face, with Mr. 
Martinez, the unfair suspensions of more than 
40 Cuban amateurs that were acting as good 


Samaritans, and to at least let them exchange 
“humanitarian messages”. Why is SIRA the 
only organization in favor of amateur’s Hu- 
man Rights? 

Who will now issue a Diploma or per- 
haps pin a medal on Colonel Pedro Rodriguez 
(CO2RP) for this inhuman decision taken by 
the FRC? What excuse will these modern 
Pontius Pilates of the international radio fra- 
temnity offer? They only seem to know how to 
party, travel, make hopeless speeches and 
refuse to help. Why? 

“Operation Truth” started in Novem- 
ber, 1992 and has been protesting the unfair 
suspensions, treatment and the lack of Hu- 
man Rights of Cuban amateurs through the 
SIRA’s bulletins in Spanish. SIRA’s mailing 
address is PO. Box #524071, Miami, FL. 
33152-4071 USA. Telephone or Fax no. is 
(305) 822-1688. 


{  FLORIDASKIPSUBSCRIPTIONFORM.—C&Y 
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5 
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I Callsign 
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SPECIAL 


Introducing the NEW, 1994 Communications Handbook (2nd 
Edition)—a handy, pocket-sized handbook containing essential 
and hard-to-find information directly relating to Amateur Radio, 
Aircraft, Commercial, Government, Marine, Public Service and 
various other communications services. 


Repeater Listings e Band Plans e Antenna Specifica- 
tion Tables ¢ Time Conversion Tables e Electronic 
Component Charts e 10-Codes e 12-Codes e Signal 
~ Codes ¢ Q-Signals e Frequency Allocations for: Cel- 
lular Telephones ¢ Cordless Telephones ¢ Wireless 
Microphones e Radio Telephones & MORE! 


LJ YES! Rush me copy(ies) for $5 ea. (plus $1 for delivery). 
Name 2422 Suet 2k ee ae 

Address 

City/State/Zip 

Return this order form and make check/money-order payable to: 


Gary Brown (Graphic Artist) 
P.O. Box 16893 e West Palm Beach, Florida 33416-6893 


May brings flowers and here is your bloomin’ SKIP 


- 
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